MINUTES

Tuesday 18th August 09, 7:00pm

Clubs and Socs Office, Meeting Room 3. 
Present: Conor Tweed., Maeve, Jenni, Shelley, Conor Lynch
Apologies: Sinead, Blaithin, Christine, Joanne
Absent: Cian

1. Ratifications of Last Meeting’s Minutes

Approved

2. Matters Arising

None

3. Action List Recap

Everyone present ticked off what had been done.

4. Sponsorship Update

4.1 SHELLEY has received last year’s sponsorship details from Ciara Buggy, and has combined her own Sponsorship proposal with Ciara’s, and has updated it (including ISDA achievements and RENT). There is now an up-to-date Society Achievements List. The proposal is now ready to go and has been presented around the area. SHELLEY must email out the proposal to the rest of the Committee.
4.2 SHELLEY was around Dublin looking for sponsorship, and has come across several very promising leads. A lot of the places she visited are chain outlets, and therefore she must get in touch with the marketing departments of the chain, however she says they seemed enthusiastic. She has received contacts in marketing from most chain stores in the Omni centre.
4.3 She has been in touch with Bank of Ireland, who have said that they are currently not giving sponsorship, but the proposal is really interesting so they may consider it.
4.4 She will follow up all of the contacts she received immediately.
4.5 She is considering visiting even more local businesses, such as the Slipper, the chemist on the Ballymun Road, and the Centra and Eurospar. However, she wants to be sure they haven’t been asked for sponsorship before.
5. Musical Update

5.1 Spring Awakening
5.1.1 MAEVE has been trying to get in contact with Josef Weinberger but is having difficulty getting through. She has left voicemail messages but has yet to get a response.
5.1.2 CONOR T. was talking to Ed, who said that even John Donnelly, who has contacts in Weinberger, cannot get the rights before April next, as they are almost definitely unavailable for that time. We will need to decide on an alternative.
5.2 Musical Alternatives
5.2.1 MAEVE has been told of a website called guidetomusicaltheatre.com, which is a comprehensive list of all musicals, who currently owns the rights, and what’s available for performance.
5.2.2 There are a few very popular musicals available at the moment, which would be quite suitable, including Hair and A Chorus Line.
5.2.3 All committee members are instructed to look up alternatives before the next meeting – VERY IMPORTANT.
5.2.4 The first-choice alternative for the musical WILL BE DECIDED AT THE NEXT MEETING – which will be a Committee Chinese Takeaway Affair.
6. Panto Script

6.1 The Panto will also be decided upon at the next meeting.

6.2 MAEVE has found a script on Lazy Bee called Once Upon A Time which seems like an ideal panto template, featuring up to 28 characters and a big chorus. She has asked that all committee members read the synopsis on lazybee.co.uk before the next meeting.

7. Broadway Update

7.1 Flights have been booked for Broadway, and there are 30 places on the trip.
7.2 Flights came to €424.14 a head… almost €90 cheaper than last year. 
7.3 We will aim to keep the price the same, but if we come in under budget, we will pay for the Metrocards.
7.4 JENNI will email Hostelling International to get a booking form. They generally charge €34 per person per night.
7.5 We will book tickets in October/November with Best of Broadway.
7.6 SHELLEY has a friend whose uncle is directing a play on Broadway and can potentially get us cheaper tickets and special deals, which she will look into nearer the time.
8. Orientation Week

8.1 JENNI has been in touch with Ciaran Gray, the guy who does the “Shake Your Tailfeather” dance workshops, he is interested in coming back next year. She thinks it might be an idea to have him do a workshop during Orientation Week, as it would be good to have a professional doing a workshop. MAEVE will say this to JOANNE. 
8.2 Alan Keegan and the Union are looking at doing society tours during the Orientation Campus Tours, wherein DCU’s societies are seen showing off in various locations in the college.. We need to come up with ideas for this at the next big meeting.

8.3 We also need people rounding first years up for workshops – handing out fliers, chatting to new first years about the society, etc.

8.4 We need to book The Venue for Ciaran Grey’s workshop (see section 10).

9. DCU’s Got Talent

9.1 MAEVE discussed running DCU’s Got Talent in conjunction with the Union, rather than affiliating it with any one society, and turning it into a big RAG Week event. She suggested each society have their own internal preliminary round and send the society winners to the final during Rag Week.
9.2 CONOR T. suggested not involving societies at all, and holding open auditions where people can audition with whatever act they want, separate from societies. The finalists can then be chosen from a wide variety of acts. (i.e. first audition round can be done in the style of Britain’s Got Talent)
9.3 JENNI said that in order to encourage people to enter, it would have to be a great prize, which is why we need to get the Union involved.
9.4 Preliminary auditions could be held in the Venue.
9.5 MAEVE will email the Union about this.
10. Booking the Helix / The Venue

10.1 Bookings have opened for The Venue, so we need to get it booked immediately. We will finetune the exact dates needed at our next big Committee meeting.
10.2 SINÉAD will be in charge of this.
11. My First Time

11.1 Clodagh Long has been in touch with the Committee again about directing My First Time, and is curious about how to go about organizing rights. JENNI will try to find out about rights from Samuel French and will inform Clodagh of any developments.
11.2 CONOR T. said that Clodagh has asked the production be put on during SHAG week as it is topically relevant. This should be fine.
11.3 Clodagh has asked for The Space. We will look into this.
12. The Rap Guide to Evolution

12.1 MAEVE and JOANNE attended a one-man show called the Rap Guide to Evolution when they were at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, and thought people from Drama, as well as Communications, Journalism and Science students, may enjoy it.
12.2 They were talking to the writer and actor (Baba Brinkman) afterwards, who said he will be performing in Dublin in October.
12.3 JOANNE and MAEVE asked about his availability to perform at a University during this time, and he said he’d do it if we could sort it out.
12.4 MAEVE is unsure what he’d expect as regards funding, so was thinking of arranging it with JOANNE through the Genetics & Cell Biology programme, as if he was expecting a fee, Drama probably couldn’t afford it.
12.5 JENNI suggested it be arranged primarily though the Biology school, but be billed “in association with DCU Drama”, which MAEVE agreed with.
12.6 MAEVE will get in touch with someone from the Biology department to gauge interest and will work with JOANNE to arrange the performance if all goes well.
13. AOB

13.1 It was suggested that comedy nights be brought back, as comedy has been lacking in the last two calendars, and there are a few underused comedians in the society, and the college. All agreed there is a great need for more comedy.
13.2 CONOR T and MAEVE were brought to Martin Conroy’s office by Ed to ask for the USIT office for extra storage, however Martin wasn’t there. JENNI said she believes there is some reason why the USIT office can’t be used for storage, which will be looked into later.
13.3 John Brennan has asked that “Come and Go” be done as a lunchtime performance early in semester 1. The Interfaith was suggested as a possible venue.
13.4 The research crowd looking for actors haven’t given dates yet. CONOR is meeting them this week and he will have more clarity after then.
13.5 The provisional dates for the West End trip are the October Bank Holiday weekend (Saturday morning, 31st Oct to Tuesday morning, 3rd November). This may have to change pending confirmation of the date for the C&S Ball.
13.6 JENNI needs a copy of the contract from Weinberger in order to process the refund from IMRO. CONOR T will send her same.
13.7 The Chinese Society are looking for traditional Irish performers for a large event they are having at the beginning of the semester, with the Chinese Ambassador. We could contribute a poetry reading, or perhaps an Irish-written short or one-act?
13.8 Megan O’Riordan has requested that we have dates for BASH sorted by August 25th. We all agreed that Week 1 is the best as everyone’s back and it will showcase our acting talent to first year students. We need to book the Space. Perhaps the Tuesday and Thursday of Week 1? We will see what days the Space is available.
13.9 NEXT MEETING TO TAKE PLACE IN A FORTNIGHT – CHINESE TAKEAWAY MEETING! DECISIONS ON:
13.9.1 REPLACEMENT MUSICAL (LOOK UP guidetomusicaltheatre.com Rights Holders section – have several in mind as we will be picking backups)
13.9.2 PANTO
13.9.3 DATES FOR SHOWS TO BE FINALISED FOR BOOKING
13.9.4 CALENDAR AND SCRAPBOOK ORGANISATION.
ATTENDANCE TO THE NEXT MEETING IS VITAL!
