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Broadway Baby!

Trip to New York

30th Jan. 2006 – 4th Feb. 2006

Survival Guide (
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Tues. January 31st, 8pm
Wed. February 1st, 8pm
Thurs. February 2nd, 7pm
Schubert Theatre

Gershwin Theatre

Neil Simon Theatre
225 West 44th Street

222 West 51st Street

250 West 52nd Street
 Broadway / 8th Ave

Broadway / 8th Ave

Broadway / 8th Ave
Now read on…
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A brief note:

At all times when in New York, remember this:

You are representing DCU and DCU Drama in a foreign country. 

Everything we do reflects on DCU.

We’re going to have an absolute blast in the States, but please bear this in mind.
We love you longtime, 
The DCU Drama Committee (
Flight Details

Outbound: 
Monday, 30th January, 2006.

Aer Lingus EI 105 Dublin to New York (JFK)

Depart: Dublin Airport 
@ 
10.30 am
Arrive: JFK New York
@
1.00pm (New York time)

Aer Lingus have advised us to be at the airport at LEAST three hours before take-off time for transatlantic flights. This means we have to be there at 7.30am on the morning of the 30th.  Those of us who live on Res or near DCU will meet Bob outside the Spar on campus at 6.30am to get the bus out to the airport. This isn’t compulsory; if you want to make your own way out to the airport, no problem.
Ways of getting to Dublin Airport:
From DCU Area:

Dublin Bus routes 41 and 41B stop at the Omni in Santry and go to the Airport. The 41 stops at about 7.00am and again at about 7.25am. I recommend the earlier bus. Also, the 16A stops in Santry at about 7.00am, and also stops in Drumcondra. 
From town:

“Aircoach” offers service from the City Centre (O Connell St.) and South Dublin City to the airport. Their service runs 24 hours, every day. Tickets can be purchased from the Bus Driver and cost approximately €6.00(one-way) or €10(return). Pricy, but fast. Buses also departing from O Connell Street: 46X, 747, 746, 58X. Fares will vary.
At the Airport
There are a few rules to be noted and we do expect our group to behave themselves while in the airport, especially when dealing with Airport Security and US Immigration.

Check In
We may be able to check in using “fastpass” in which case we just use the machine to check in and then submit our bags. It’s loads faster, but if we have to do things the old-fashioned way, so be it. 

Tickets
Our tickets are e-tickets, which means we don’t actually have any tickets. Bob has all of our confirmation numbers and will deal with the checking in and whatnot.

Luggage
According to www.aerlingus.com, your luggage restrictions are as follows: 2 pieces not weighing more than 32kg each. Please do not exceed this, as you will have to pay your own fines if you do. Carry-on baggage should be small and limited to one piece per person. Anything sharp or possibly dangerous should be packed in your checked baggage, NOT carry-on. This includes nail clippers, scissors etc. If you’re not sure, just pack it in your checked baggage.
Security
Since 9/11, airport security has gotten stricter, with longer lines and greater delays at security checkpoints. Hence the fact that we have to be at the airport so early. Have your boarding pass and passport ready. You will be asked to remove your belt and shoes, so have them ready too. Empty your pockets (including your phone) into your coat and put it through the X-Ray machine. This reduces your chances of beeping as you walk through. If your bags should be selected for further searching, do not argue or complain, just let them get on with it. Do not make jokes about having bombs in your bags – you’ll be refused access to the flight and will get to spend the week at home. These people have no sense of humour when it comes to that sort of thing. Just smile and be polite. Hell, we’re DCU Drama – we can all act, right?

US Immigration
The people at US Immigration have less of a sense of humour than the guys at security. Remember, they are only looking for an excuse to refuse you entry to the USA. They do not appreciate jokes or friendliness. You will be asked several questions, such as “Have you visited the US before?” “What is the purpose of your visit?” etc. Answer them honestly and clearly. The purpose of our visit is a University Drama Society trip to Broadway. You will be photographed and fingerprinted. A little Big-Brother-ish, but get used to it. And don’t whinge. You’ll have to fill out some forms, notably the I-94 visa waiver (your 90-day holiday visa). Part of this is then stapled into your passport to be returned when we leave the country. Do not lose this or remove it from your passport. It just causes untold hassle.
On the Plane
Yay! We all made it onto the plane! (I bloody hope). Now that we’re here, I realise that the excitement is starting to really hit home, but we must remind ourselves: other passengers will probably not appreciate massive sing-alongs or impromptu games of football up and down the aisles. Try to curb your enthusiasm just a little bit…
Upon landing in New York
After we pick up our bags, we’re off to the AirTrain. Bob has to buy 30 tickets with his credit card, so it’ll take a bit of time. The AirTrain will take us to Jamaica (Queens, not the Caribbean) where we change to the E Train Subway to 42nd Street/Port Authority (see attached NYC Subway map). Again, Bob has to buy 30 Metrocards for us, so be patient. These cards are good for unlimited rides on the Subway, so don’t lose them!
NB: As of the 22nd of July, 2005, NYC Police have the right to randomly search any backpack / shoulder bag carried by any passenger on the Subway. It’s their law, so get used to it and don’t get smart with NYC cops – they’ve got guns.
Try to all get into the same Subway carriage; it makes life so much easier. If you should miss a stop, just get off at the next one and get the opposite train back one stop. We will wait for you!
At 42nd Street/Port Authority, we walk underground to Times Square subway station and change to the 1 Train (Uptown). This takes us to 103rd Street where we get off and walk one block west to the International Youth Hostel at 103rd/Amsterdam Avenue. 
Hostelling International-NY, 891 Amsterdam Avenue @ 103rd Street, New York, NY 10025, (212) 932 2300 - We have 3 ten bed dorms booked here and as previously discussed, will have the following sleeping arrangements:

1 x 10-bed dorm: Exclusively Girls
1 x 10-bed dorm: 9 Girls, 1 Guy (Joey Kavanagh, unless there are any objections)

1 x 10-bed dorm:  Exclusively Guys.

Day 1: Monday, 30th January 2006

We should be at the hostel and checked in by about 4pm New York time. Those who want to do a little exploring may do so; but in groups of three, minimum. It’s difficult to get lost in New York, but who’s taking any chances?
We are booked into Mustang Harry’s for dinner at 8pm. We will meet in the lobby of the hostel at 7.15pm and get the Subway (1 Train (downtown)) to 34th Street Penn Station. From there we walk 4 blocks south to Harry’s, which is at 352 7th Avenue, between 29th/30th St. 

NB: All subway directions mentioned from here on are given with our hostel as the starting point.

The legal drinking age in the USA is 21. There are three of us on the trip who will be over 21 in New York and 27 who will not. It sucks, but that’s life. Also: you’ll find it tough to get Bacardi Breezer/WKD/Smirnoff Ice in most places. Don’t bother bringing fake ID.
By the time we’re done with dinner, it’ll be after 2am Irish time, and no doubt we’ll all be a bit wrecked. So it’ll be back onto the 1 Train (uptown) to 103rd Street and home to bed. Yay!

Day 2: Tuesday, 31st January 2006
We haul our asses outta bed and meet in the lobby of the hostel at 10.00am. Today we’re going ice skating in Central Park! We’ll be going to the Trump Wollman ice rink at 62nd Street in Central Park. To get there, we’ll get the 1 Train (downtown) to 59th Street and walk into the park from there, which will take about two minutes. We should be there for about 10.45 or thereabouts. We have contacted the Trump Wollman rink with regard to getting a group rate – in the meantime the charges are as follows: 
Skating: 


$9.50

Skate Hire:


$5.00

Locker Hire:


$3.75

Deposit (refundable):
$6.25

Total: 



$24.50, $6.25 of which you’ll get back.

Also in the area, when we are done skating: Tiffany’s, The Plaza, FAO Schwartz, and St. Patrick’s Cathedral. We’ll walk south to Times Square and do touristy stuff, take pictures with the DCU Drama Banner, that sort of thing.

We’ll probably go back to the Hostel before going out for the night – dinner will be organised at some stage also. We will be eating out a lot, although there is a kitchen facility in the hostel for those who are determined to cook for themselves…

Tonight’s Show: 
SPAMALOT!
We’ll meet in the lobby of the hostel at 6.45pm. We get the 1 Train (downtown) to 42nd St/Times Square and walk to the theatre from there. We have to be there half an hour before Showtime to collect our tickets, which will be held under Bob’s name at the box office. Show starts at 8pm. Woo Hoo!
Day 3 & 4: Wed & Thurs, 1st & 2nd February 2006

Wednesday afternoon, like Thursday, is open to shopping/sightseeing. Form groups and head off to do whatever pleases you! Stay in groups of three or more for safety and convenience. Establish a meeting point wherever you go, so that if someone gets lost or separated from the group, you’ll have a place to go back to and wait to meet them. 
While we’d like to think that some of you will have guidebooks to New York, here are a few places of interest (more shopping than sightseeing, I have to admit):

Macy’s: 34th Street & Broadway, just south of Times Square. All non-US citizens are entitled to an 11% discount in Macy’s, so be sure to ask about it! To get there: take the 1 Train (downtown) to 34th St/Penn Station and you can’t miss it – it takes up the whole block and is 9 stories tall. Also in the area: Madison Square Garden and the Empire State Building.
Bloomingdales: 59th Street & Lexington Ave. Not as good as Macy’s, but worth a look. To get there: take the 1 Train (downtown) to 42nd St./Times Square. Then take the 7 Train (Queens-bound) or the S Shuttle to Grand Central Station. Take the 4, 5 or 6 Train (uptown) to 59th St. Bloomie’s is right there, you can’t miss it.

Barnes & Noble Superstore: Union Square North. Five stories of bookstore complete with a Starbucks on the third floor. Heaven for bibliophiles. To get there: take the 1 Train (downtown) to 14th St. Then take the L Train (Brooklyn-bound) to Union Square/14th St. Barnes and Noble is on the North edge of the square. Also in the area: Virgin Megastore and The Forbidden Planet. 
Century 21: Cortlandt St, between Church St. & Broadway. Much like a designer jumble sale, except that unlike TK Maxx, it’s actually got stuff worth buying, and hellishly cheap too. To get there: take the 1 Train (downtown) to 42nd St./Times Square. Then walk underground to 42nd St./Port Authority and take the E Train (downtown) to the end of the line, World Trade Center. Century 21 is a three story building directly across from Ground Zero. Also in the area: J&R Electronics (computer Mecca), Ground Zero, and St. Paul’s Chapel. 
Wednesday’s & Thursday’s Shows:
On Wednesday, we need all of us back in the hostel by 6.00pm so that we can get organised and be ready to leave for 6.45pm.

Wednesday’s show is WICKED, starting at 8pm – again we have to be there at 7.30pm to pick up our tickets. We take the 1 Train (downtown) to 50th St. and walk to the theatre from there.

Thursday’s show is a little different – we’re off to see HAIRSPRAY, which, unlike the other shows, starts at 7.00pm. Which means that we have to be back in the hostel by 5.00pm. We meet at the hostel lobby at 5.45pm and take exactly the same route as used to get to WICKED. Once again, we’ll have to be there at 6.30pm to collect our tickets.
Going Home: Boo Hiss

Well, we had to leave sometime. 

Homeward:
Friday, 3rd February, 2006. 

Aer Lingus EI 104 New York (JFK) to Dublin

Depart: JFK New York
@
6.00pm

Arrive: Dublin Airport
@
5.30am (Dublin time)
We have to be at the airport for 3.00pm. Make sure that your bags are not overweight, depending on how much shopping you’ve done. Once again, you’re responsible for paying your own fines. 

We meet in the Hostel lobby at 1.00pm to leave at 1.30pm. This will have us at the airport for 3.00pm in plenty of time for check in. The same rules apply re: packing sharp things in your checked baggage, attitude towards security and immigration and behaviour on the plane.
We land back in Dublin at the ungodly hour of 5.30am on the morning of Saturday, February 4th – Bob’s 21st!! (10-year anniversary special). I’m working on a party/session at the moment – more details when I know more… Because of the earliness of the hour, you may want to organise parents/guardians/whatever to meet you at the airport. The busses will be running though.
Useful Information & Tips

Important phone numbers:
Bob’s US mobile number: 
(917) 770 3501

Hostel: 


(212) 932 2300
To dial a number in the US, dial 1 first.  There are several different area codes in New York, so you must dial the area code too. To call Bob, dial: 19177703501. If you are calling from your Irish mobile (although I don’t recommend it, you’ll get killed on roaming charges), dial 19177703501 or 0019717703501 – although sometimes, if you can’t get through, try 01119177703501.

To call home, it’s best to use a call card. They’re cheap and plentiful and $10 will get you quite a few hours to an Irish landline, although not nearly as long to a mobile. To dial Ireland, follow the instructions on the card and (for example) dial 011 1 700 8990 (although that’s DCU Security, so don’t call them…). Cut the “0” from your area code and insert “011” instead. 

Our best advice: Bring your mobiles with you. Don’t use them for calling or texting, because it will cost you an arm and a leg, but have them handy in case you get lost and we need to find you. Mobile phones do NOT work on the Subway. 

If you get lost, call Bob. You should all have his number by now. If you get voicemail, LEAVE A MESSAGE. Remember, he could be on the Subway.

On the next page, you’ll all notice a number beside your names. Everywhere we go as a group, we will ask you to shout out your number in order (starting with Alicia) to confirm that we’re all where we are supposed to be. So remember your number!
Contact Numbers

Names in bold are DCU Drama Committee members

	(1)Alicia O Connor
	+353876244414

	(2)Anna Lawlor
	+353877866774

	(3)Colm Carney
	+353879304776

	(4)Daniel Murray
	+353879752983

	(5)David Grimes
	+353863707606

	(6)Emma Sothern
	+353861226094

	(7)Eoin O Callaghan
	+353861914219

	(8)Jennifer Lavin
	+353863623644

	(9)Jennifer Saunders
	+353861226094

	(10)John Cannon
	+353879427276

	(11)Joseph Kavanagh
	+353857322505

	(12)Joseph Murray
	+353879351938

	(13)Laura Whitmore
	+353863796820

	(14)Leona Conway
	+353861290129

	(15)Liana O Cleirigh
	+353876645667

	(16)Louisa Kelly
	+353868659088

	(17)Lyndsey Fay
	+353879901481

	(18)Mark McGowran
	+353879945127

	(19)Nicole Dubefuller
	+353863474287

	(20)Roibeard O Mhurcu
	+353861744955
USA: +19177703501

	(21)Roisin Cooper
	+353877962738

	(22)Sarah Cramer
	+353857189791

	(23)Selena Byrne
	+353857276449

	(24)Shane Murphy
	+353877822628

	(25)Michelle NiFhaircheallaigh
	+353863474287

	(26)Stephen Grimes
	+353857079768

	(27)Susan Bourke
	+353861690678

	(28)Taryn Hickey
	+353874196440

	(29)Trina Geasley
	+353857081443

	(30)Yvette Poufong
	+353857288369

	
	


New York City Subway Map
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You can pick up a more detailed map at any Subway Station. Yay!
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DCU Drama “Broadway Baby!” 2006. Yayness!
Your ultimate survival guide to our NYC trip…

