DCU DRAMA – CLUBS & SOCIETIES AWARDS 2005/06

BEST SOCIETY APPLICATION
Membership: 350+, an increase of 100 over the 2004/05 year.

Committee meetings: One formal meeting a week (10-person committee). Several informal throughout the week.

Members meetings: Each production has its own meeting schedule. Most meet up to three times a week. Members who attended workshops attended them once a week for their duration, while two General members meetings have been held so far this year (average attendance: about 75), with our EGM planned for week 11 of Semester 2.

After a critically successful but poorly attended year in 2004/05, we at DCU Drama were adamant that things would improve this year. The seeds of success were sown at our EGM at the end of last year, where a new committee of mostly first years was elected, injecting new blood and new ideas into Drama. The result is that DCU Drama is having the best year in recent memory. This year has been phenomenal for Drama. We began by signing up huge numbers of new members at Clubs & Socs Day (aided in part by our newly-formed friendship with the Bui Bolg Puppet Company). Our stand and wandering giant puppets convinced almost 350 members to sign up over the two days. 

DCU Drama hit the ground running and kept up the frantic pace set in Fresher’s Week at “Pimps & Hoes” Karaoke. We ensured that not only the much loved events from past years such as “Stars In Their Eyes” and the Rocky Horror Picture Show went ahead but new projects were implemented providing the diversity and room for expansion Drama needed. We resurrected the panto and continued with our blossoming interest in Shakespeare with The Merchant of Venice (semester 2, week 3, the Space, the Helix).

Drama expanded its reach by initiating and participating in many more Inter-Society events than ever before; by establishing new links with DCU itself; by making new associations with Bui Bolg (as seen on C&S Day, Open Day and we will be marching at the head of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in giant puppet outfits!) and the Gaiety School of Acting (who have attended several events and will be giving workshops in the next few weeks). The Drama League of Ireland will also be assisting us in a unique intervarsity set-design workshop in week 7, involving DCU, St. Pat’s, Mater Dei and DIT.  We strengthened our relationships with PH Sound and the Stage Lighting Centre, achieving great discounts. We are easily the most active society forum on life.dcu.ie, with (at last count, 11 topics on the go). Inter-varsity relations strengthened with the expansion of the One Act Wonder Festival, and most importantly the measures undertaken this year have led to a motivated, skilled, enthusiastic membership that have a forum where they can socialise and make strong friendships.

Organisation & Major Events

· Pimps & Hoes Karaoke, Fresher’s Week: About 60 attended our popular singalong afternoon in the Old Bar, and more than a few dressed as their favourite pimp or ho!
· Clubs & Socs Day: A record 340+ signed up over the two days, with help from madcap recruiters and monster puppets.
· Workshops: So far this year we have had three very well attended acting workshops, one sound workshop (as part of Tech Week) and one vocal projection and diction workshop. Informal workshops in sound and lighting are given during the run up to all shows for those who are interested!
· Theatre Trips: Over 20 travelled to St. Pat’s to see “The Witches” in December, and similar numbers have plans to visit “The Fiddler On The Roof” in week 9. 
· The Play's the Thing: Our member Aislinn wrote this short spoof of Hamlet for us last year and we could not wait to put it on for Arts Week – it played in the Interfaith for 4 free performances alongside…
· The Breakfast Club: Our other one act play for Arts Week, adapted from the movie of the same name. Both plays were a resounding success, averaging an audience of about 20 per show. 
· DCU Open Day: Drama led the way Open Day with an impressive stand (winning 150 euro from the SPC) and recalling our friends from Bui Bolg to patrol the HUB and convince next year’s Freshers to sign up with DCU. (and DCU Drama!) 
· Whose Line is it Anyway?: Our take on the popular improv show is better explained in our “New Initiatives” section… 

· Babez in da Hood: Our original and zany script was penned by the overenthusiastic cast and producers themselves, and, under the skilful helm of first-time director Stephen Grimes, “Babez In Da Hood” proved to be one of the funniest productions in DCU Drama’s history. Impressively, all technical operations, production work, script-writing and direction for this production were handled by first years, which is a testament to the dedication of DCU Drama’s Freshers. “Babez In Da Hood” had everything from badminton-playing monkeys to singing nuns to a stirring rendition of ‘I Want It That Way’ by the “Backwood Boys.” Despite technical hiccups and the interruption of one sex goblin, the show received rave reviews.
· All My Sons: In week 1 of Semester 2 third year member Fiona Colhoun excelled herself with her gutsy yet poignant direction of Arthur Miller’s tale of family strife in 1940’s America. The cast were outstanding and drew rave reviews and large audiences (est. 450 over 3 performances). 
· The Merchant of Venice: Week 3, Semester 2, the Space, The Helix. DCU Drama’s second attempt at Shakespeare after the success of last year’s Macbeth, The Merchant Of Venice took up where Macbeth left off. With six performances in just 4 days, the cast wowed large audiences for the duration of the run. Our tech crew, now familiar with the Helix, were creative, even using dry ice, while the performances from the cast were awe-inspiring. At least 450 saw Merchant during its run, including over 100 schoolchildren from Drogheda and Dublin.
Forthcoming events:

· Guys & Dolls (2005/06 Musical): Week 8, the Venue.
· DCU Drama Table Quiz: Coming in week 6 of Semester 2, it will be the quiz to end all quizzes, and will feature our new, revolutionary format: “goes up to eleven.” 

· Workshops: See “New Initiatives.”
· My Mother Said I Never Should: Coming in week 11, the Helix – an intimate, 4-woman play. Not to be missed.
· Tape: Coming to the Space in week 10, directed by the talented Daniel Bevan.
· St. Michael’s House: A repeat of our hugely popular show from last year, this year’s will be held in week 12 and will have “Music from TV” theme!
· EGM: Week 11, we hope to elect a new committee and may have a constitutional change in mind – if the electorate agree, we propose a new position on committee; that of Ticketmaster (sole responsibility: the manufacturing, promotion and selling of tickets for shows).
· DADAs: Our annual “Thank You” to our members – week 12, the New Bar. This year’s awards look to be hotly contested!
· World Karaoke Championships: DCU Drama is sending their members to the Dublin Heats next week: watch this space!
New Initiatives:

· Workshops: We have organised an intervarsity set-design workshop in association with the Drama League of Ireland, St. Pat’s, Mater Dei & DIT. The workshop will take place in week 7 in the Venue and will be held by Tom Madden, a renowned set designer. The theme will be that of our forthcoming musical “Guys & Dolls” and will be a unique opportunity for intervarsity relations. Coming up in week 6, Bob has also organised a vocal projection & diction workshop in association with the Gaiety School of Acting.

· Broadway Baby 2006: A first for DCU Drama and over 6 months in the planning, We organised a trip to New York for 30 intrepid DramaHeads in January of 2006. The group took in 3 major Broadway shows, spent 4 nights in Manhattan and generally had the time of their lives. Bob shouldered the bulk of the organisational duties, including acquiring huge discounts on tickets for some of the hottest shows on Broadway and negotiating further discounts with Aer Lingus and the International Youth Hostel in New York.

· Whose Line is it Anyway?: Upon being approached by Martin Conry of the president’s office early on in the year with regard to a DCU Drama performance for the DCU 25th Anniversary Party, we came up with our own twist on the popular improv show “Whose Line is it Anyway?” With a dedicated crew to assist in the production, several very successful shows were performed on the night of the celebrations, and went down so well that we repeated the show during Arts Week and again at the One Act Wonder Festival at St. Pat’s in November.

· Website Photo Gallery: A revamp of the DCU Drama website was necessary this year, especially its photo gallery, with the result that precious older photos have been restored to the gallery and over 2,000 pictures from this year alone are now available on our website.

· Nursing Program: Bob is currently in negotiations with the Faculty of Nursing here in DCU to provide DCU Drama members to act as live patients to facilitate nursing training, another first for DCU Drama!

· Bui Bolg: We have established links with this prestigious puppet company from Wexford, and will be leading the St Patrick’s Day Parade with them!

Inter-Society & Intervarsity Events:

· Rocky Horror Picture Show: In association with LGBT and the Student’s Union Halloween Ball, this year’s Rocky Horror was for many the best yet! A large and enthusiastic crowd of cross-dressers (175+) attended and did the Timewarp! 
· Stars in their Eyes: In association with MPS & ArtSoc, “Stars” was a huge success this year, featuring an excellent selection of performers including ABBA, the Spice Girls and the Blues Brothers! An estimated 150+ filled the Venue on Wednesday of Arts Week.

· Murder Mystery Quiz Night: DCU Drama and Murder She Wrote collaborated on  this popular quiz night, held in the Venue in semester 1.

· St. Vincent de Paul Week: Bob MC’d the Simpsons Table Quiz for SVP and several Drama members whored themselves onstage for the hilarious Slave Auction!

· One Act Wonder Festival: “The Breakfast Club” and “The Play’s the Thing” represented DCU at the festival this year, where DCU Drama picked up FIVE awards, including Best Director for “The Play’s the Thing.”

· Intervarsity “Whose Line?”: Bob presented this first-of-its-kind event as part of the One Act Wonder Festival, featuring performers from DCU (our own Eoin O Callaghan), St. Pat’s, Mater Dei & DIT. The show was given a special achievement award by the festival’s judges! 

· DCU Drama Christmas Party (2005): In association with Music Soc, RedBrick and GamesSoc . Over 150 attended this fun night in the Venue, complete with live bands and Santa’s Grotto with presents! 
· St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Party: Bob willingly donned the Santa suit again for the SVP party, braving the advances of over 70 rampant underprivileged children! All in a good cause though…

· Rag Week – “Mini Brother”: Several Drama members tried out for “Mini Brother,” with one Aisling Connolly making it all the way to the Mini! 

· Irish Student Drama Awards: Both of our entries for this year’s competition (to be held in UCC) – “All My Sons” and “The Play’s the Thing” have received strong reviews in their initial DCU run, with “TPTT” a great success at the One Act Wonder Festival.

· Music Week 2006: Bob MC’d the opening Gala event of Music Week 2006, a marathon event in the Old Bar, featuring over 8 bands and all for the benefit of SALZ, an educational programme started by 5 DCU students (Students And Lifestart Zambia).

· Guys & Dolls (2005/06 Musical): As rep on the committee, Bob is liaising with the producers and members of several other involved societies, including Music Soc.

· Style Soc Fashion Show 2006: We are helping Style Soc in the organisation of their fashion show by using our contacts at Bui Bolg to get them a pair of monster “Bouncers” for the door of the Helix. Several DCU Drama members are active in the organisation of the show, and many more are models!

Promotion:
Promotional activities for DCU Drama this year have reached an all-time high. Thanks to our innovative use of giant cardboard hoardings, we are able to spread news of upcoming events to a much larger audience, which has been reflected in our audience size increases throughout the year. Phone calls and word of mouth have encouraged an increase in non-member and non-student attendance. We have been well advertised in both The College View and An Tarbh and our events are posted regularly on our website and on life.dcu.ie (where our chair is the leading forum poster!) External help was invaluable in the form of Bui Bolg and our friends in the Gaiety School of Acting, who snared many more audience members and new members for DCU Drama. We feel that we have done our best to enhance the DCU on-campus experience (providing quality entertainment and just the right touch of zaniness) for both members and non-members alike; everyone is welcome at a DCU Drama event!

Finance & SPC Details:

Shane, you need to put details of how much funding we received from the SPC, income & expenditure accounts, bank statements & sponsorship details here. You may have to type them in, not sure if they all have to fit on these two pages…Bob
Sponsorship deals:
· AIB have agreed to sponsor this years musical to the sum of €500

· Spirit Nightclub are giving all Drama members with membership cards free access on student nights. 
DCU Drama have outdone ourselves this year in our efforts to further improve the society and contribute to college life here in DCU. We feel we are worthy of consideration for Best Society 2005/06. 
