DCU DRAMA – CLUBS & SOCIETIES AWARDS 2005/06

BEST FRESHER: STEPHEN GRIMES
When it comes to a rapid immersion in campus and society life, Stephen Grimes is alone at the top. Indeed, the extent to which Stephen has gotten himself involved with both DCU Drama and the wider college network is simply astounding. He is an energetic and immensely likeable young man whose talent is massively wide-ranging. 

From his first day in DCU, Stephen admirably volunteered his services to assist with DCU Drama's stand on Clubs & Socs Day, and thereafter was part of every Drama event both on and off campus. Stephen ran around distributing flyers, putting up posters and providing a friendly enthusiastic face to his fellow Freshers, many of whom remain active valued members of DCU Drama. It’s fair to day that more than a few owe their introduction to Drama to Steve and his easy going charm. 

In a magical moment at the EGM in week 2, Stephen arrived in a hideous suit and proceeded to give a hilarious PowerPoint presentation that explained his reasons for running for the position of First Year Rep. Stephen was convincingly elected first year representative to DCU Drama’s 10-man committee in a hotly contested election involving a record 13 applicants. He promised to put forward the views of first years, and to work tirelessly to promote both Drama and incoming Freshers in the society. He won the election by a significant margin, and promptly went about living up to his lofty promises. Stephen coaxed the committee into entrusting all aspects of the DCU Drama Pantomime in to the hands of eager Freshers, a revolutionary move considering the difficult logistics and huge scope of such an event. With a certain degree of trepidation, the decision was made to allow Stephen to direct, write, cast, produce and arrange the show, with the assistance of other Drama members.
Never one to be intimidated by the magnitude of any task, Stephen took on several other events during the gestation of the all-singing, all-dancing, all-swearing panto, “Babez In Da Hood.” Stephen preformed in the hilarious “Whose line is it anyway?!” skits with other distinguished improvisers, reducing the house to tears of laughter. Stephen also performed the side-splitting show for the 25th anniversary of Dublin City University, to great critical acclaim. Additionally, Stephen performed a few musical numbers for the show at the request of the student’s union executive, including a memorable rendition of “You Raise Me Up.” 
In December 2005, the DCU Drama panto was unleashed upon the world, to rapturous praise. The event was totally first year run, from backstage to technical to production to cast and was a unique event for this reason, showcasing the emerging talent of our Freshers. The panto was a massive success and due to word of mouth, sold out on several nights during its run. Stephen even took the time to appear on stage in an amusing cameo musical number as a “Backwood Boy,” ripping off his shirt and serenading the bemused and entertained audience. The panto was an unprecedented success and not only took in a large audience, but also encouraged other Freshers to get involved and “Make a Scene”, allowing them become more comfortable in their new college environment. 

Stephen was no one hit wonder. Aside from helping with the organisation for DCU Drama’s trip to New York City, where he helped co-ordinate and organise this mammoth task, Stephen helped out backstage, repeated his “Whose line” performance, and generally got involved in several shows.

Stephen was cast as Frank in Arthur Miller’s “All my sons”, directed by Fiona Colhoun. Here, Steve showcased his skills at serious theatre, impressing the audience with his turn as the simple and cheerful Frank. Not only did Stephen contribute onstage, he also was instrumental in arranging the promotion and advertisement of the show, which was a major reason for its fantastic reception. Not to be outdone, he also helped with the gargantuan undertaking that was building the two-storey set for the show, thanks to his skills with a hammer and willingness to try new things! 

Stephen’s multiple skills were once more evident in the next major DCU Drama production. Stephen was cast as the lead protagonist Bassanio in William’s Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice”, which debuted in February 2005 in our very own Helix theatre. Stephen’s performance was widely praised, and received rave reviews in the DCU independent newspaper, “The College View”. In fact, Stephen not only impressed his audience, but also his directors and co-stars, who were amazed by how willing he was to help out with tasks both mundane and complex. 

Stephen has also taken the time to help out other societies too, promoting Style Soc’s Fashion show in addition to his heavy academic and Drama workload. He feels that anyone should be able to come in and have a go, regardless of experience, and he puts his heart and soul into making sure everyone has a good time and does something productive, which indeed is the very reason to be involved with any club or society.

Not content to be an esteemed writer, actor, director, musician, backstage helper and general dogsbody, Stephen auditioned for this year’s musical “Guys and Dolls”, and so impressed the director that he got the lead role of Nathan Detroit. “Guys and Dolls” opens in March, and Stephen’s eagerness to go above and beyond the call of duty has emerged again in his energetic efforts to help out in whatever way possible.

Organisation & Major Events: Roles & Leadership Examples

· Clubs & Socs Day: Active recruiter 
· Stars in their Eyes: Steve shook it up as Elvis to wild applause!

· Theatre Trip: Steve is organising a trip to “Fiddler On The Roof” in week 9, and was invaluable in organising our trip to “The Witches” in St Pat’s.
· Rocky Horror Picture Show: Steve heavily promoted this event and even dressed as a witch on the night!
· DCU Drama Table Quiz: Steve is assisting with correcting and promoting this year’s Quiz.
· Whose Line is it Anyway?: Steve showcased his improv talents at several performances.
· Babez in da Hood: Hmmm, let’s see. Director, Soundtrack co-ordinator, co-writer, General dogsbody and on opening night, played Dangerous Dave at the 11th hour, replacing Gary Boylan. Steve ad-libbed most of his lines and gave a laugh-out-loud performance! 
· DCU Drama Christmas Party (2005): General Helper-Outer.
· All My Sons: Frank Lubey.
· The Merchant of Venice: Bassanio, one of the male leads; a difficult complex character that Stephen played to critical acclaim.
· Guys & Dolls (2005/06 Musical): Nathan Detroit (male lead).
New Initiatives:

· Whose Line is it Anyway?: Stephen was foaming at the mouth to get involved with this project! As part of a dedicated crew to assist in the production, he took part in several very successful shows that were performed on the night of the 25th Anniversary celebrations, and was singled out for praise by the audience!
· Panto 2005 (Babez In Da Hood): Stephen was instrumental in the decision to turn over control of the panto to an exclusively Fresher production team. The rest is DCU Drama history!

Inter-Society & Intervarsity Events:

· Stars in their Eyes: In association with MPS and ArtSoc, Steve gave a brilliant performance as Elvis in this year’s show.

· St. Vincent de Paul Week: Stephen was a huge hit at the Slave Auction – coaxing large amounts of cash from the audience by removing his top….

· Babez In Da Hood: Stephen worked with members of several other societies in the organisation of our panto.

· DCU Drama Christmas Party 2005: In association with Music Soc, RedBrick and GamesSoc, Steve helped organise the party and assisted in the cleanup afterwards.

· Irish Student Drama Awards: Stephen is reprising his role as Frank Lubey (“All My Sons”) for this year’s competition (to be held in UCC).
· Guys & Dolls (2005/06 Musical): Steve is as asset in his assistance in rehearsals and dealings with other societies.

His efforts in empowering and recruiting 1st year students alone would have earned our praise, but rather than stop at  that, Stephen has excelled in every aspect of society life; well respected for his talents and well liked for helping every one out. We wholeheartedly nominate Stephen Grimes for Best Fresher 2005/06.

