SOCIETY AWARD NOMINATION FORM

Before completing the society award nomination form please read the attached information carefully.

BEST SOCIETY AWARD

Organisation: Number of members.  Number of members meetings during the academic year and average attendance at these meetings (Committee & General meetings).  Number of events during the academic year and average attendance at these meetings.  Any New initiatives.  Help from other sources (internal or external persons or organisations)  Committee members (how many).  

Membership: 320+

Committee meetings: One formal meeting a week (11 committee positions). Several informal throughout the week.

Members meetings: Each production has its own meeting schedule. Most meet up to three or four times a week for production meetings and rehearsals. Regular workshops are held every few weeks to cater for those who can’t commit to larger productions. A general members’ meeting was held in week 2 of semester 1 (attendance about 150) and another is planned for week 10 of Semester 2.

New Initiatives:

Training officer: The training officer is a new committee position designed to encourage personal development through integrated workshops, such as acting, set design, lighting, sound, dance and much, much more.

Finances:  Funds received from SPC.  Sponsorship received (details of how much and from whom).  Income and Expenditure Account.  Bank Statements.

Total funding received from SPC: €21,831.60
Affiliations: €25

Activities: €6142.20

Travel: €2202.50

Accommodation: €2190

Equipment: €7021.90

Miscellaneous: €250

Musical: €4000

Sponsorship received:

AIB - €1000 sponsorship in exchange for advertisement on the posters of our shows

Stars in Their Eyes: €260 monetary sponsorship from small local businesses and €100 worth of prizes for a raffle

Pantomime: €80 monetary sposnsorship

Table Quiz: €100 worth of prizes

Spirit Nightclub, 21, D2 and Barcode gave all Drama members with membership cards free, or discount, access on student nights. (Free shots in Barcode on a Thursday!)
Please find attachment to e-mail detailing a full income and expenditure account to date for the current academic year.

Promotion: How did the Society promote itself during the year?  Did you get help in promoting your society? How did this add to campus life?

Promotion:

Promotional activities for DCU Drama this year have reached an all-time high.  Wow…

Thanks to our use of giant cardboard placards, we are able to spread news of upcoming events to a much larger audience, which has been reflected in larger audience attendances throughout the year. 

We packed every fresher pack with a flyer for DCU Drama to entice the eager first years (Catch them while they’re young!!!). 

During our bag packs held over the summer (and the ones being currently held for the musical) we handed out a flyer into every shopping bag and informed the general public of upcoming productions and shows. 

Phone calls and word of mouth have encouraged an increase in non-member and non-student attendance. 

We have been well advertised in both The College View, FLASHBACK and Campus and our events are posted regularly on our website and on life.dcu.ie. (where Drama is the most active posting society). A number of our shows were also advertised in national media, such as The Irish Independent, The Sunday Times, The Event Guide & Herald AM.

Bebo has been a fantastic resource for advertising shows and events, where we have utilised flashbox technology and spammed our friends.

External help was invaluable in the form of Bui Bolg and our friends in the Gaiety School of Acting, who snared many more audience members and new members for DCU Drama. 

Mr Jamie Conway, the director of this years’ musical, The Full Monty, has been kind enough to provide us with free advertising on the City Channel. A Channel watched by MILLIONS!!! 
We’re also in the process of getting T-shirts for the Musical (which is like walking-talking-advertising!) and a new range of Drama hoodies to promote Drama NATIONWIDE!!! 

Achievements: Major events during the year.  Any new initiatives during the year. Inter-Society activity.  Intervarsity activity.

After a hugely successful year in 2005/06, we at DCU Drama knew that an exceptionally high standard was expected of us this year. The seeds of success were sown at our AGM at the end of last year, where a new committee of predominantly first years was elected, injecting fresh blood and new ideas into Drama.

Despite the society’s successes last year, we ran into a bit of bother in terms of finances after the musical ran somewhat over budget. To remedy the situation, we organised a series of bag pack fundraisers around the country during the summer. Committee members and dedicated drama heads sacrificed several weekends to help out the society. All in all, we managed to raise in excess of €5000 and paid off all our debts by the beginning of September. We also secured €1000 sponsorship from AIB on campus in an effort to prevent further financial difficulties in a year when we had several ambitious projects on the cards.
Organisation & Major Events

· Clubs & Socs Day: 320+ signed up over the two days, with help from madcap recruiters and monster puppets. We also held a raffle to win a DCU drama hoodie.
· Workshops: So far this year we have had several very well attended acting workshops, with plans for a vocal projection & diction workshop in week 6. A technical workshop was held in Semester One and we’ve also had many informal sound and lighting workshops in the run-up to shows.
· Theatre Trips: 20 travelled to ‘West Side Story’ in the Gaiety in November. Another group of 20 headed out to the Mill Theatre to see a production of “A Nightmare Before Christmas.”, directed by our very own Liana O’ Cleirigh, the society’s P.R.O.
· Back to Neverland: After the success of last year’s pantomime, Drama were eager to host another fantastic panto. Wanting to keep the pantomime as a fresh concept, we enlisted our enthusiastic first year rep Pauric Carroll to lead the project. Under his direction, “Back to Neverland,” proved to be a massive success and another hilarious production to add to DCU Drama’s history books. Impressively, Drama’s first year students did most of the hard work and organisation. “Back to Neverland” had everything from pirate ships to a DeLorean, which we managed to secure on campus one day for a photo shoot!  The show received rave reviews and also helped to support the St. Vincent de Paul society in two ways. Firstly, we donated €1 for every ticket sold, thus handing over a cheque of €400 to SVP and secondly, we invited over 150 children to see the panto absolutely free for the matinee show. 
· Three Days of Rain: In week 1 of Semester 2 fourth year member Fiona Colhoun excelled herself with her direction of Richard Greenberg’s masterpiece “Three Days of Rain.” The cast of three was outstanding and garnered excellent reviews. “Three Days of Rain” is also being taken up to the ISDA’s in Belfast in week 6 of semester 2 to represent DCU Drama. 
· Broadway Baby… 2007: After six months of rigorous planning, DCU Drama touched down in New York in January, inflicting forty crazed drama heads upon the unsuspecting citizens of Manhattan. And they thought they had it bad last year when there were thirty… The group attended 3 major Broadway shows, spent 4 nights in Manhattan and generally had the time of their lives. Steve and Joey shouldered the bulk of the organisational duties, including acquiring huge discounts on tickets for some of the hottest shows on Broadway and negotiating further discounts with Aer Lingus and the International Youth Hostel in New York.

· Table Quiz: Drama held a successful table quiz for the first time in recent memory. (In the past this supposed ’fundraiser’ has tended to make a loss…) Anyway, with minimal organisation, the committee managed to throw together a fantastic table quiz, which was extremely well attended and a brilliant night was had by all.

· Website Photo Gallery: The DCU Drama website was extremely well maintained, especially its photo gallery, with the result that precious older photos have been restored to the gallery and over 1,000 pictures from this year alone are now available on our website.

Forthcoming events:

· The FULL Monty (2007 Musical): Week 9, the Theatre, The Helix! It’s gonna be great!
· EGM: Week 11, we hope to elect a new committee to take over for 2007/08. 
· DADAs: Our annual “Thank You” to our members – week 12, the New Bar. This year’s awards look to be hotly contested!
· Iago: Written by stand up legend Aislinn O’Loughlin and directed by Stephen Grimes, “Iago” is a hilarious piss-take off Shakespearean tragedy ‘Othello.’ On in the Space in week 5 of Semester 2. It promises to be an absolutely fantastic show and is being taken to represent DCU Drama in the ISDA’s in week 6.

· Vagina Monologues: DCU Drama attempts a new bold venture this year with the challenging show “Vagina Monologues.” For one night only in week 6 of semester two, this show promises to be a sell-out event and a massive success. In addition, it will be performed on international women’s day and there is to be a raffle for charity for the V-Day fund, to stop violence against women.

· 36 Hour Show: A new initiative put forward this year, DCU Drama plan on throwing together an entire show in just 36 hours! Planned to appeal to members who don’t have time to spare for drama, the 36 hour show is expected to be a fun event that is not to be taken seriously in ANY respect! 

· Irish Student Drama Association: DCU Drama is taking approx 20 people up to Belfast in week 6 to represent DCU in the Annual ISDA competition. Two shows will be sent up, “Three Days of Rain”, a serious drama, and “Iago”, a Shakespearean piss-take. It promises to be a fantastic weekend and hopefully the shows will be appreciated by the judges! 

· King Lear: In week 7 of semester 2, King Lear will hit the stage in The Space, The Helix. Directed by veteran drama-head Barry Bracken. This Shakespearean tragedy is a long awaited event!

· "The Extraordinary Life And Unfortunate Death Of Adam Ryan": It's got murder, it's got mystery, it's got love, sex, drugs, prostitution, and possibly the highest body count of any DCU Drama production to date. It's called 'The Extraordinary Life And Unfortunate Death Of Adam Ryan' and it's coming to The Venue in Week 11. (Written by Alan Flanagan)

· Masquerade Ball: We hope to hold our first-ever Masquerade Ball in the Helix in week 10 of semester 2. Watch this space!!! 

New Initiatives:

· Manhunt, Fresher’s Week: About 50 willing freshers searched all around campus for the four hidden Drama committee members. We also set up a stand throughout freshers’ week so that first years could get to know exactly what we get up to in Drama. 
· The Lovely One Act Festival Show (The L.O.A.F.S): A new concept this year was the LOAFS.  Six short one-act productions were put on during Arts Week, (four of which were written by DCU students!) The night was a huge success and gave a larger portion of drama members a chance to get involved. 
· Comedy Night: DCU Drama held its first ever “Comedy Night” during Arts Week. We had ex-DCU student Aislinn O’Loughlin open the night with some stand up comedy. (She later opened up for Ardal O’Hanlon when he visited DCU.) This was shortly followed by a stunning rendition of comedic tunes from “Avenue Q.” Finally the night was finished off with an improv show of “Whose Line is it Anyway?” The awards for the LOAFS were also presented. The night was a massive success and many consider it as the best event of DCU Drama to date.   

· Drown Drama: As part of this year’s RAG week, clubs and societies were asked to fundraise for the RAG week charities. DCU Drama came up with the idea of setting up a stocks in the beer garden and allowing the patrons to throw wet sponges at us!!! We raised a whopping €300, it proved to be a very popular enterprise and was enjoyed by all!

· Six Semesters: DCU Drama, alongside MPS, is producing the country’s first-ever student feature length film. Written and directed by DCU drama member, John McKeown, and consisting of a cast and crew drawn entirely from the drama membership. Six Semesters is an ambitious project and should be completed over the summer and ready for release in early September. 

Inter-Society & Intervarsity Events:

· Rocky Horror Picture Show: In association with the Students’ Union Halloween Ball, this year’s Rocky Horror was for many the best yet! A large and enthusiastic crowd of cross-dressers (175+) attended and did the Timewarp! 
· Stars in Their Eyes: In association with MPS, “Stars” was a huge success this year, featuring an excellent selection of performers including Take That, Joe Cocker, Girls Aloud, Shakira and Donna Summer! An estimated 200 filled the Venue on Wednesday of Arts Week.

· Intervarsity One Act Wonder Festival: DCU Drama sent down five shows to this festival and received several awards including; “Best Original Script” and three other minor awards.  

· DCU Drama Christmas Party (2006): In association with RedBrick and GamesSoc . Over 150 attended this fun night in the Slipper, complete with a Santa’s Grotto, mulled wine and minced pies. 

· Casino Night: Drama is assisting in this charity event by performing a dance piece along the theme of the casino night. The piece being performed is “All That Jazz.” (Women in fishnets- who could ask for more?!) 

We are one of the most active societies on DCU’s website, life.dcu.ie, with over seventy topics at last count. Inter-varsity relations strengthened with our greater involvement in the One Act Wonder Festival and increased participation in the Irish Student Drama Association.

The most important element of DCU Drama is how we provide DCU students with the opportunity to immerse themselves in a wide variety of different activities. We pride ourselves on being one of the most inclusive societies on campus and would like to think that we offer our members the chance to interact with a diverse selection of people in a warm and friendly environment. Personal development is also a major element of the DCU Drama ethos, and we strive to give our members the opportunity to build on important life skills such as team-work, self-confidence and social involvement.
DCU Drama have outdone ourselves this year in our efforts to further improve the society and contribute to college life here in DCU. We feel we are worthy of consideration for Best Society 2006/07. 

Statement from the Society on why they believe they deserve the Award.  This is for the Awards Brochure and should be no more than 150 words.

SOCIETY AWARD NOMINATION FORM

Before completing the Society award nomination form please read the attached information carefully.

BEST SOCIETY EVENT AWARD

Organisation:  Clubs or Societies involved in the project.  Number of people involved in the organisation of the event.  Is it a new initiative? Is it a long standing or established event?  Did you get help from other sources other than your Society?  How many people attended the event (members and non-members)



Finance: Funds received from the SPC.  Sponsorship received (details how much and from whom)? Income and Expenditure A/C.  Bank Statements


Promotion: How was the event promoted? Would you consider it successfully promoted? Why? Internal/External Promotion, ie. To members and non members.


Statement from the Society on why they believe they deserve the Award.  This is for the Awards Brochure and should be no more than 150 words.

FIRST FIVE INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Participation: Name Clubs and Societies that individual is involved with.  Positions held and length of service with particular Societies.  Examples or evidence of Leadership.  Examples or evidence of dedication.
Name: Joey Kavanagh

Societies involved with: DCU Drama, DCU Book Soc, Style Soc, The College View & Flashback

Positions held on societies:

DCU Drama:                      External Liaisons Officer 2005-2006

                                            Treasurer 2006-2007

                                            Acting Vice-Chairperson 2007 (following the resignation of                                                       

                                            Eoin O’ Callaghan from this position 

DCU Book Soc:                  Events’ Officer 2006-2007

Joey has been an active contributor to student life since his first year here in DCU. Drama was the first Society to catch his fancy and he appeared in three different DCU Drama productions in 2004-2005. 

In second year, Joey took on the role of External Liaisons Officer on the Drama society. 

As well as being involved in the day to day running of the society throughout 2005/2006, Joey also featured in two DCU Drama productions. He played the role of ‘Frank’ in ‘All My Sons’, which enjoyed a weeklong run in DCU and was then performed at the ISDA festival in Cork. Joey also played the roles of ‘Joey Biltmore’ and ‘Angie the Ox’ in the musical, ‘Guys and Dolls’.

As well as being the society’s Treasurer in 2006/07, Joey has continued to be an active member of the society as well. He took a stab at directing in the inaugural Lovely One Act Festival Show. Joey also produced ‘Three Days of Rain’, which ran for a week in The Helix in February ’07. Joey is set to play his first acting role of the year in week 11, having recently been cast in ‘The Extraordinary Life And Unfortunate Death Of Adam Ryan’.

This year, Joey has also been heavily involved with DCU’s newest Society, Book Soc. He currently serves as the society’s Events’ Officer. Joey is also one of DCU Book Soc’s most enthusiastic members and has attended every book meeting to date to express his views on the novels featured on the society’s reading list.

On top of his involvement with DCU Drama and Book Soc, Joey is an active member of DCU’s Style Society and is set to make his début on the catwalk in their Fashion Show in March. He is also a frequent contributor to ‘The College View’ and ‘Flashback’.





Organisation:  Roles played by the individual in various events.  Size of committee involved with.  Examples or evidence of leadership.
In 2005/2006, Joey served as External Liaisons Officer for DCU Drama. His responsibilities included representing DCU Drama on the organising committees of the One Act Wonder Festival and the Irish Student Drama Association. Drama enjoyed huge success at both of these festivals in this particular, taking home six awards at the OAWF and the society’s first ever ISDA Award. DCU Drama had been without an External Liaisons Officer for much the previous and Joey’s commitment to his role enabled the society to strengthen their contacts with other colleges and universities.

Joey was elected to the position of Treasurer on the Drama committee for 2006/07. Throughout the year, Joey has endeavoured to safeguard the society’s finances as prudently and proficiently as possible. Working alongside Chairperson, Stephen Grimes, Joey drafted up the lengthy grant application for the society and managed to secure funding of almost €22,000 for the society. Joey also assisted Stephen Grimes with the organisation of the society’s trip to Broadway in January, which involved transactions totalling €27,000.

As well as his work as Treasurer, Joey played pivotal roles in the organisation of both ‘Stars in Their Eyes’, ‘The L.O.A.F.S’ and the ‘Drown Drama’ charity fundraiser. In addition, he recently drew up the ‘DCU Drama Handbook’, which is set to be used as a reference point for future committees. He played a major role in the organisation of the fund-raising bag-packs last Summer, hosting a bag-pack in his hometown of Ashbourne.

In February 2007, the committee voted Joey their acting Vice-Chairperson, following the resignation of Eoin O’ Callaghan from the position.

As well as his involvement with Drama this year, Joey was fortunate enough to be offered a position on the committee of fledgling society, DCU Book Soc.

Joey played an instrumental role in helping get the society off the ground, donning a nerdy costume on Clubs and Socs day to advocate ‘geek chic’. His role as Events’ Officer has seen him organise events such as the Christmas party and, along with a number of other committee members, the society trip to Bath in February ’07.

He has attended every single book meeting held by the society and, back in December, made a special appearance, dressed as Santa Claus, to present the society’s membership with special Christmas gifts.



Achievements:  Major Events.  New initiatives.  Inter-Society or Intervarsity activity.
He was presented with an award for ‘Best Comedic Performance’ at the DCU Annual Drama Awards in 2005 for his role as ‘Mulder’ in the variety show. He was also awarded a ‘storm-trooper’ award for his dedication to the society.

In 2006, Joey was nominated for a DADA for his performance as Frank in ‘All My Sons’. Having directed two plays at the Lovely One Act Festival Show later that year (‘Nobody Famous’ and ‘Come and Go’), Joey wound up taking home the trophy for ‘Best Director’.

Joey was Drama’s representative on the organising committee for the ‘Barbie vs. Action Man’ night in 2006, an event that was held in association with Dance Soc.



References from at lease two separate sources (the more independent the reference the better).

Statement from the Society on why they believe the individual deserves the Award.  This is for the Awards Brochure and should be no more than 150 words.

A self-confessed ‘DCU-head’, third year Financial & Actuarial Mathematics student, has immersed himself in clubs and societies since his arrival at the university in 2004.

The first society to tickle Joey’s fancy was DCU Drama and, after appearing in three productions during his first year in DCU, Joey was elected to the DCU Drama committee in May 2005, where he has remained ever since.

In addition to serving as the society’s External Liaisons Officer in 2005/06 and Treasurer in 2006/07, Joey has continued to actively involve himself in the society’s productions, dabbling in acting, directing and producing (but thankfully not too much singing).

Joey is the current Events’ Officer for DCU’s fledgling Book Society and is an active member of Style Soc. He is a regular contributor to ‘The College View’ and has also written for ‘Flashback’ magazine.

OUTSTANDING SOCIETY FRESHER AWARD

Participation: Name Clubs and Societies that individual is involved with.  Positions held and length of service with particular Societies.  Examples or evidence of Leadership.  Examples or evidence of dedication.


Organisation:  Roles played by the individual in various events.  Size of committee involved with.  Examples or evidence of leadership.


Achievements:  Major Events.  New initiatives.  Inter-Society or Intervarsity activity.


References from at lease two separate sources (the more independent the reference the better).

Statement from the Society on why they believe the individual deserves the Award.  This is for the Awards Brochure and should be no more than 150 words.

