I directed Stephen Grimes in the Merchant of Venice, in which he played Bassanio (one of the key characters).

Steve took on this play with the maturity and professionalism of a highly experienced actor and with every rehearsal he wowed me.  At every rehearsal he ensured that he had all his lines learned, even though his workload was enormous.

Backstage he was a rock for everyone involved bringing humour and a sense of calm to the dressing room area.  There was no time where he wasn’t chatting to someone about the play, making sure that they were all right, helping others go over their scenes and helping the stage crew with the props.

Onstage he was amazing leaving audiences questioning his characters motives and sexuality, which is exactly what William Shakespeare wanted.

Stephen Grimes is a major asset to DCU Drama.  For a first year to become so integrated with every member of the society there has to be something special about him.  I know for a fact that he is most definitely not a one-year-wonder and everyone can be sure to be seeing a lot more of Stephen Grimes.

