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“Don’t Deny Your Beast Inside”

I. For those of you who don’t know Batboy: the Musical

a. Based on the events chronicled in a supermarket tabloid – the Weekly World News.

b. Considered a rock opera

c. off-Broadway hit

II. Plot Summary

A group of teens discover a pointy-eared, bright eyed child in a cave in the West Virginia Hills. The batboy (half bat-half boy obviously) attacks one of the teens – Ruthie. They bring him to the town vet immediately. The vet’s wife, Meredith and daughter, Shelley insist he have a good home and education and the batboy grows up in the town – despite the Vet’s wishes. He becomes an erudite, sophisticated young man (with slightly pointed ears…and an obsession with blood) and they name him “Edgar”. When the Bet and his wife have an argument, Batboy’s animal side shows and he leaps violently to the aid of Meredith. The doctor is jealous and vows revenge – he kills the child Ruthie by lethal injection and blames her death on Batboy. Rick, Ruthies brother and Shelley’s boyfriend goes to attack batboy who bites him and escapes. The doctor goes on to kill Rick, in the same way he has killed Ruthie and the town search for Batboy to have him put down. Shelley confesses her love for Batboy to her mother – who is disgusted at her daughter’s decision. 

Finally, Shelley and batboy share a secret meeting in the woods and eh…express their love…eh…physically. This spurs Meredith to reveal the shocking secret of batboy’s origins. (I’ve decided that the secret plot twist is necessary here so that we can decide on a show). Apparently Batboy was conceived by a woman who was attacked by bats after being raped by…….THE VET!!!!! Hearing this makes batboy want to die and so he offers himself to the crowd.
In a hamlet-esque ending, everyone dies except Shelley who hears batboy’s last words, denouncing human-kind, “I’m not a boy, I am an animal”.

III. Character Summaries (ranges could not be found online)

a. Batboy – the show’s protagonist, drinks blood, is troubled by his bestiality

b. Meredith Parker – The Vet’s wife, loves batboy but is disgusted at her daughters love for him

c. Dr. Thomas Parker – the Vet – the main villain

d. Shelley Parker – Batboy’s love interest (and half sister??)

e. Sheriff Reynolds (yep that’s right, THERES A SHERIFF!!)

f. Rick Taylor – Meredith’s boyfriend

g. Ruthie Taylor – discovers batboy and is bitten

IV. Music

Contemporary, Pop

Instrumentation: 2 Keyboards, Guitar, Bass and Drums
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VI. Susan’s Opinion

When I first thought about doing Batboy – I thought…DEAR GOD NO. But honestly now that I’ve read lots about it and heard the music, it’s actually pretty cool. If you have the right lead, the show can be really great. It’s quite controversial with themes of incest (haha Drama knows all about this…), sex, drugs and murder. It’s actually been banned in lots of American high schools – or so I’ve read. I think the name alone would draw an audience, it sounds pretty neat. 

On the downside, there’s blood involved, eating of cows, and a sex scene onstage (which can be done tastefully with the use of shadows etc). The blood -thing totally turns me off, it’s messy and it’s just not an audience pleaser. 

However, it’s an unusual show and another dark one which could make it a very successful musical. DCU Drama hasn’t really done anything this dark before – and this is the year for change right?? Let me know what you think. 

