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“Yipppeeeee! It’s a Big Bonanza Musical Extravaganza”

(keep in mind – that’s the original tag line…and it should probably be changed!!)
I. For those of you who don’t know Calamity Jane
a. This musical was actually a film first – made in 1953
b. It was Warner Bros. answer to “Annie Get Your Gun”
II. Plot Summary
‘Calam’ dresses like a man, totes a gun and drives the Deadwood city Stagecoach. Well-meaning but disaster-prone, she tries to help the local saloon proprietor out of a jam (he had hired what he thought was a woman, and the cowboys wanted to run him out of town – hilarious cross-dressing musical number!) by promising to fetch a music-hall star from Chicago. However, she brings back her maid instead. When the maid (Katie Brown) confesses her true identity, it is Calamity who convinces the cowboys to give her another chance. Soon the two become good friends and Katie teaches Calamity how to be more feminine. Katie soon catches the eye of Lieutenant Gilmartin (Calamity’s crush) and in jealousy, Calam warns Katie to get out of town. It is only then that she realizes she loves Wild Bill Hickok – her rival. She rushes to get Katie back to Deadwood and the two couples marry. 

III. Character Summaries
a. Calamity Jane – Low G to D flat
Heroine – behaves like a man but can’t help lovin’ like a woman. Transformed into a beautiful girl
b. Wild Bill Hickock – B Flat – E Natural

35- a handsome ex peace officer turned professional gambler – good natured sense of humour

     c. Lieutenant Danny Gilmartin – B Flat to E flat
A young officer at a fort nearby deadwood. The Man of Calamity’s dreams.
d. Katie Brown – Low F Sharp to C Sharp

Stage-struck city girl who poses as a famous actress but has talent of        her own. 


e. Henry Miller – non singing
                Owns the Golden Garter, aged 50 – nervous and paranoid

           f. Susan – non singing
               Henry Miller’s niece

g. Francis Fryer – B flat to D                                                                                            A song and Dance man of vaudeville – mistaken for a woman due to   his name.
h. Adelaide Adams – Low F Sharp to B
A highly-paid Vaudeville star – “beauty of the period” – offstage selfish     and conceited.

IV. Costumes

a. For Calamity – Masculine cut deerskins and riding boots, a simple gray day dress, ball gown with mans overcoat, bridal gown

b. For Bill – Jeans, gun-belt & patterned shirt, ten gallon hat, dark trousers, shirt and cravat, formal jacket

c. For Danny – American post civil war army uniform torn in places and blood marked on one shoulder, a clean version of the same uniform, full dress uniform

d. Katie – well fitted dress, ball gown and cloak, bridal gown

V. Production pictures
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VI. Susan’s Opinion
This is probably the most “traditionally Broadway” show that we have on our shortlist. I love love love love love this show! I always have, from a young age. The music is extremely memorable, and songs like “Just blew in from the windy city” and “Harry I’m planning to Marry” are classics. It’s a light-hearted show, with some very funny comedy – including a guy masquerading as a woman and getting caught by a room full of cowboys intent on killing him! Also, the costumes are easy because a lot of the chorus will be dressed as cowboys – with jeans and patterned shirts. I like the balance of the lead characters – two males and two females; all very strong. It’s also got the potential to be a big chorus musical. It’s a good show for a modest budget. 
On the downside – it’s an older musical and a lot of young people don’t know the first thing about musicals in general – never mind a more traditional one. Then again, “Guys and Dolls” is very traditional and people reacted very positively to that show. I know the show isn’t as new and unique as some of the others – but there’s nothing wrong with choosing something reliable: and that is what “Calamity Jane” most certainly is. Let me know what you guys think.

