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“Oh the things you’ll See and Hear”
I. For those of you who don’t know Seussical the Musical
a. Based on the works of Dr. Seuss

b. The show was nominated for a number of Tony’s and Grammy’s

c. Ultimately a flop on Broadway – the show revived itself and had three successful national tours in the US 

d. It ranks number 3 in the most popular licensed shows at MTI

II. Plot Summary
The story is told by the charismatic and funny Cat in the hat along with Jojo, a young boy (or girl) with a larger than life imagination. It centers on Horton the elephant who is convinced that he hears voices coming from a dust speck. Everyone in the Jungle of Nool thinks Horton is crazy – apart from Gertrude McFuzz, a bird who is hopelessly in love with Horton but who never seems to get any attention from him. It turns out that Horton is the only one with large enough ears to hear the teeny tiny planet of Whoville on the dust speck and he vows to save the tiny population. 
The crazy tale involves the mischievous Wickersham monkeys, Mayzie the Lazy bird, the Sour Kangaroo and many other Dr. Seuss favourites. A wild chase through the jungle for the dust speck occurs and Horton finds the good in himself as he saves the population of Whoville and cares for an abandoned egg. Dr. Seuss himself intended to impart—don't ever give up, use your imagination, your journey can take you to unexpected places, and that rewards can indeed be great when your are "faithful, one hundred percent."
III. Character Summaries

a. Cat in the Hat – essence of fun, mischief and imagination. Physically adept actor/actress who can improvise easily with audience.
b. Jojo – smart child, wild imagination – a little bit awkward. Always gets in trouble
c. Horton the Elephant – gentle giant – extremely appealing. Responsible & kind. By the end of the show – parental
d. Gertrude McFuzz – self conscious, aware that her one tail feather isn’t perfect – changes from nervous to powerful and independent.
e. Mayzie La Bird – self-centered, vain and manipulative. She shows a brief spell of generosity towards the end of the show.
f. Sour Kangaroo – a lot of attitude. Loud, brassy and fun
g. General Gengus Khan Schmitz- runs a military school – comic character that is slightly misguided
h. Wickersham Brothers – not bad guys – just immature and playful
i. The Whos – Tiny little people who live on a dust speck – an entire town including Mr. & Mrs. Mayor – parents of Jojo
j. Jungle Creatures – each must have a distinctly human persona
IV. Music

a. Musical styles range from Latin to pop, swing to gospel, Rn’B to funk
b. LARGE INSTRUMENTATION
i. Bass, Cello, Drums, Guitar (2), Keyboard (2), precussion (many different types) Sax, Clarinet, Flute, Trombone, 2 Trumpets, 2 violins, viola
c. The Cat in the Hat is written for a male or female actor – there is a score for each

d. Jojo can also be played male or female – doesn’t necessarily need to be a child – can be played in a childlike way
V. Production Pictures
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VI. Susan’s Opinion

I really like this show for the simple fact that it’s outrageous and bright. The creative scope we have with this is brilliant – the costumes can be designed and made (we need to look at costs obviously) and are relatively simple but colourful. The Music is fantastic – lively and fun to dance to. It’s the type of show that’s wacky enough to draw a crowd. The story may lack serious substance, but the messages throughout are sweet and sincere. 
On the down side, it looks like it could cost a lot to put on. The orchestration for it is GINORMOUS! But with a good Musical Director we could cut costs here and there – so it shouldn’t be as big a problem. 

There are a lot of main parts and even if someone is just in the chorus – there’s a lot of scope for individuality as each character needs to create his or her own individual persona. It’s also something we could get younger kids in schools to come and see – although not educational it could be a Transition year trip – or maybe something for primary school? I really think DCU Drama would pull this show off in incredible style and make it look totally professional. Its new, it’s different and it’s definitely something I would love to produce. Let me know what you guys think. 
