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“Your Senses Will Never Be the Same”

I. For those of you who don’t know “Tommy”
a. Classic 60’s Rock opera by the Who

b. Can be performed on a modest budget

c. Set in Post WWII England
II. Plot Summary

As a four year old boy, Tommy witnesses the murder of his mother’s lover by his father and loses his ability to speak, see or hear. As he grows up he is constantly abused by his relatives and neighbours. He does however have an uncanny talent for pinball. When his mother finally breaks through his catatonia – he becomes an international pinball star, inspiring youth all over the world.

Tommy learns to interpret all his physical sensations through music. The smashing of the mirror through which he viewed the murder – cures his deafness and blindness. 

III. Character Summaries and Vocal Ranges
a. Tommy – A young Genius

Lead role – 17-24 – Tenor

b. Captain Walker – Tommy’s Handsome Father

Supporting – 24-32 – Tenor

c. Cousin Kevin – Cruel babysitter
Supporting – 14-21 – Baritone

d. Mrs. Walker – Tommy’s Mother

Supporting – 18-24 – Mezzo

e. Sally Simpson – Typical Teenage follower

Supporting – 15-23 – Soprano

f. Tommy Age 10 – non singing
g. Tommy Age 4 –non singing
h. Uncle Ernie – Alcoholic Captain walkers brother

28-40 – Tenor
      i. A Harmonica Player – The Hawkers Friend



Cameo – 25-55 – non singing

      j. The Gypsy – heroine addict prostitute

     Cameo – 21-35 – Alto

k. The Hawker – Street hustler

    Cameo – 21-50 – non singing

l. The Specialist – doctor

   cameo – 30-50 - Baritone

IV. Music

Contemporary Pop

Difficulty: Challenging to sing, Easy to Learn

Large Chorus – with standard dance experience

Instrumentation – Horn, Percussion, 3 keyboards, 2 guitars, bass guitar

V. Other notes

Cast size 11-20 

Male = star vehicle

Children in cast
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VII. Susan’s Opinion:

Tommy is an absolutely legendary show with a cult following. The music is classic and the story is very uniquely dark. The musical suits a college audience because of its theme of inspired youth and the materialism of pop culture. It also can be done a very modest budget due to small instrumentation, simple costumes and the lack of set changes (the acts are done continuously with no blackouts until the end of each act). It’s also a pretty large cast – without being over the top – and has chorus numbers that’ll impress a crowd. 

Those are the pros…on to the cons. With such a dark theme – it’s hard to have a younger audience. Although we can involve a child in the production – which will aid Liana in her search for advertising on children’s TV. With a cult following, it’s difficult to arouse the interest of those not interested in this genre of rock music. Also – there are a lot of male leads and few females. I know I’ll get a smacked bottom for saying this – but its reliable females who show up in droves to audition!! Also – despite what anyone says, the music of Tommy is tough to master. Listen to the Who and you’ll see what I mean. This could be tough! 

Overall – I love this show, it seems fun, different and unusual. It would be a pleasure to produce! Let me know what you guys think!!!

