Broadway Baby 2007

After the success of last years trip to Broadway trip, DCU Drama decided to return to Big Apple with forty crazy Drama-heads. We had originally intended to bring thirty people on the trip, but due to massive demand at the EGM, we requested funding for ten extra people, which was subsequently granted. Thank you, SPC!
A lot of preparation went into this trip, as accommodation, flights and tickets for the shows all had to be booked well in advance. Our intrepid chair, Stephen Grimes, took on the bulk of this workload, with help from our treasurer, Joey Kavanagh. Because we did not reserve through a travel agent’s, each component of the trip had to be booked individually, which ensured that we got the best possible rates, but was both stressful and time-consuming. All credit goes to Steve and Joey for not losing their heads completely during this time!
 We landed in New York on the afternoon of Monday 29th and the following four days were a complete whirlwind of sights, sounds and serenading on the subway! We took in three huge Broadway shows: ‘Avenue Q’ (winner of the Tony Best Musical award, 2004), a parody of puppet shows, Broadway and political correctness; ‘The Producers’, which starred the famous Tony Danza as the leading male; and ‘Rent’, a rock opera about young people in New York City dying with AIDS. While there were mixed reactions to ‘The Producers’, everyone agreed that both ‘Avenue Q’ and ‘Rent’ were amazing.
Other great memories from the trip include ice-skating in Central Park, drinking in Mullen’s on the night it closed down, visiting famous landmarks such as FAO Schwarz, the Empire State Building and the Statue of Liberty, and being serenaded by the waiters and waitresses in the Stardust Diner!
It was a fantastic trip and there were many sad faces when it was time to go home. All we have to say now is: can we go again next year? (
Panto
After the success of last year’s pantomime, DCU Drama were determined to wow audiences with another fantastic show this year. The result was ‘Back to Neverland’: a tale of Peter Pan and Captain Hook, with a ‘Back to the Future’ twist. Directed by our first year rep, Pauric Carroll, the cast featured predominantly first year drama members, along with some veteran panto heads who couldn’t pass up the opportunity to experience the randomness that is the panto again!

The show sold out over the three nights that it was performed. An important element of the panto this year was the charity aspect: one euro of every ticket sold went to the St Vincent de Paul Society, and eighty SVP children were invited to the matinee performance free of charge. Part of the promotion for the show included securing a DeLorean on campus for a photo shoot with the cast, which proved to be an excellent way to draw in the crowds! All in all, the show was a fantastic success and one of the main highlights of Semester 1.
Bag Packs

For many of last year’s dedicated drama heads, the new drama year began over the summer with several bag packs in supermarkets all over the country. Due to unfortunate circumstances, drama found themselves in serious debt at the end of the academic year 05/06. In an effort to pay back this debt, a number of bag packs were organised during the summer: one in the Jervis Shopping Centre in town, another one in Ashbourne, Co. Meath, and a third in Gorey, Co. Wexford. Drama members showed their extreme enthusiasm and dedication to the society by sacrificing their weekends for these bag packs. Between the three, we raised nearly €6,000, which was far and above what we had expected to make, and which went a long way towards paying off our debt. We would like to thank our membership for their tremendous commitment to DCU Drama!
