MINUTES

Tuesday 14th July 09, 8:00pm

Clubs and Socs Office, Meeting Room 1. 
Present: Conor Tweed., Sinéad, Maeve, Bláithín, Christine, Shelley
Apologies: Jenni, Joanne, Conor, Cian

1. Ratifications of Last Meeting’s Minutes

Approved
2. Matters Arising

JOANNE  is having difficulty getting JD’s photo present. If possible, she will consult CIAN for photo editing.
SHELLEY is trying to get in touch with Ciara McDonnell from CSM in Bank of Ireland. The sponsorship proposal has been given to be passed on to her. Shelley focused on AIB’s dominance on campus as a selling point. She must keep on to Bank of Ireland and try to get directly in touch with CSM. She doesn’t want to be too pushy but CONOR T. advised her not to be afraid to annoy people. She will utilize her mother’s status in Bank of Ireland as a selling point. We could maybe offer them a place on our membership cards? She is waiting to hear back from Ciara Buggy about where we got sponsorship last year.

3. Action List Recap

3.1 BLÁITHÍN and MAEVE have yet to get started on the panto script. They will start looking on Lazy Bee Scripts this week.

3.2 A Phantom of the Opera parody was suggested. MAEVE and BLÁITHÍN will look into this on Lazy Bee.

4. Spring Awakening

4.1 CONOR T. has not had much luck with Weinberger. It was decided that we will make a deadline for getting the rights, before we start looking at alternatives.

5. Musical Alternatives

5.1 MAEVE suggested a few alternatives: Chess, Footloose, The Wedding Singer, and Godspell. These shows will all be properly assessed for suitability if it comes to light that Spring Awakening will not be made available.

5.2 MAEVE also recommended that other committee members scour Samuel French as well as Weinberger for rights, as Samuel French license some shows that Weinberger don’t.
6. The Constitution

It was decided to defer discussion about the Constitution until such time that there are sufficient members present to justify any changes.
7. Happy Families

7.1 Doireann Wylde has expressed an interest in MD’ing Happy Families. She has experience in conducting and musical directing and would be interested in getting a live band. CONOR T. said this is fine, as long as it’s free.

7.2 A member named Victor has approached us to produce. SINÉAD will keep in touch with him about his continued interest.

7.3 Conor McErlean his put his name forward to direct. SINÉAD will keep in touch with him

7.4 Ed has expressed an interest in helping out with production. All agreed this should be encouraged, as his experience will really help out any picked production team.

7.5 SINÉAD suggested there be a dialect coach, as none of the people who have put themselves forward to be on the production team are from Dublin, and may be unfamiliar with the working class culture the show depicts. SINÉAD suggested getting JOANNE or Shaun Dunne involved for this purpose.

7.6 SINÉAD will keep advertising for a production team, and there will be interviews in September for all production roles.

7.7 Ed has offered to help with recording if we need to make an instrumental CD.

8. All My Sons

8.1 Rob Walsh is interested in putting on All My Sons. MAEVE said he was wondering if we organize the rights for it or if he organizes them himself.

8.2 CONOR T. said that Rob has to price the rights himself, but that we look after the organizing of them.

8.3 MAEVE suggested we send the play to ISDA. CONOR and SINÉAD feared it might be too well known.

8.4 MAEVE remembered that Megan O’Riordan had expressed an interest in directing The Crucible. SINÉAD will get in touch with her about this.

8.5 We penciled All My Sons in for Week 5 of Semester 2.
9. Finance

9.1 The cheque has cleared from RENT in the Olympia and is now in the DCU Drama account.

9.2 When everyone has been paid what they’re owed, and all sponsorship promised has cleared the account, we’re expecting to end up in the region of €11,000.

9.3 For a more detailed breakdown of finances, email CONOR T.
10. Broadway

10.1 MAEVE suggested we start getting ready for New York now, as flights are relatively cheap at the moment.

10.2 All agreed arrangements should begin as soon as possible. We will start arranging when JENNI gets back and we have numbers from the SPC.

10.3 We will put down deposits for the hostel and flights ASAP.

10.4 MAEVE asked if we should start looking at shows, but CONOR T. said it’s too early to predict what will still be running at the time of the trip.
11. Lighting Equipment

11.1 Jay can’t get new lighting equipment second hand. CIAN and Adam have found good equipment they think would be worthwhile. Jay has recommended them some lights also.

11.2 We have added up the total at €5192, €3000 of which is being paid by the SPC. We’d probably be looking at €2500 from Drama funds incl. shipping.

11.3 We should inquire about a spotlight. CONOR T and SINÉAD will get in touch with Adam to go through what the equipment does.

12. DCU Alumni Society

12.1 A number of alumni have expressed an interest in setting up a DCU Drama Alumni society. The alumni could give workshops to current members. It would be treated as a separate society to DCU Drama. This raises concern about committee etc.

12.2 JENNI could help set it up through the SPC.

12.3 The alumni could do workshops, and help out with shows.

12.4 CONOR T. expressed concern about the benefits of being a member of Drama Alumni. Maybe we could offer members a discount ticket price?
13. DCU Nyenga Drama Society Charity Donation

13.1 MAEVE said Ed asked for more than €500 donation to DCU Nyenga Drama Society.

13.2 CONOR T. asked if we need the money for anything else. All agreed we could afford €800.

13.3 We debated giving the extra 300 to another charity, or to give the lot to Nyenga. It was decided that we will give the lot to Nyenga.

13.4 The Dublin Aids Alliance still have to be given their donation from RENT.
14. ISDA

14.1 The ISDA meeting will be held here on July 25th. SINÉAD and CONOR T. will help with food. CHRISTINE will ask Barry about the type of food provided at ISDA meetings.
14.2 SINÉAD will book the room for the meeting. She will try to get the Seminar Room or the Interfaith Centre.
15. AOB

15.1 We still have Seán Kennedy’s bottle of Stole, which needs to be returned.

15.2 Seán’s Please Talk one act festival requires people to come forward with plays. SINÉAD is interested in writing a one-act for it.

15.3 We should set a date by which people must submit shows to Seán for the festival. It will be marketed as a writing opportunity for members.

15.4 We will start the scrapbook at the next meeting. It will contain Lettergesh and conflict handling.

15.5 Rob Walsh has volunteered to take all the Drama photos next year (shows, rehearsals etc), which means one person will have them all. All agreed he should be photographer.

15.6 BLÁITHÍN is designing the membership cards, and will get in touch with XXI, Topshop/Topman, Bondi, Captain America’s, Hughes & Hughes, Starbucks and Subway for concessions.

15.7 The next meeting will take place on Wednesday, July 29th.
