DCU DRAMA – CLUBS & SOCIETIES AWARDS 2005/06

BEST INDIVIDUAL: ROIBEARD (DRAMABOB) O MHURCU

Participation:

It is difficult to sum up Bob’s dedication to DCU Drama in just two pages, but we’ll give it a shot anyway! Before officially joining Drama last year, Bob was already recruiting members and wowing the crowd at Fresher’s Week Karaoke. Upon joining, he participated in recruiting new members at Clubs & Socs Day (and was very vocal about the benefits of joining DCU Drama) and impressed the huge crowd at our EGM, getting himself elected to the position of First Year Rep. 
An active member of several societies (including Film, Debate, Redbrick & LGBT), DramaBob is one of the most active and visible members that DCU Drama has had over the past two years. His sense of dedication is second to none (even ending up in hospital last year, due to Drama-related exhaustion). Bob has expended huge amounts of energy in promoting, popularising and aiding and abetting DCU Drama. He has often stated that the goal of DCU Drama is to enable our members to have the time of their lives and meet new people, all in the name of Drama!

Bob has been a member of DCU Drama for virtually the entire duration of his time in DCU, the exception being Fresher’s Week last year (and only because he hadn’t had a chance to join up yet!). 
He was unanimously elected to the position of First Year Rep on the DCU Drama committee at our EGM in Week 2 of 2004/05 and has remained on committee since. At our general members meeting at the end of the 2004/05 year, Bob was again unanimously elected to the position of Chair. 
Bob demonstrated his leadership qualities early on in his tenure on committee by taking the position of First Year Rep and revolutionising it. He dedicated all of his energies to encouraging other Freshers to become active in Drama and achieved a high rate of success. He willingly took the lead in organising several events, including successful theatre trips and liaising with other members on the organisation of events. He set an example by appearing onstage for EVERY single event that DCU Drama held during the 2004/05 year. 

In his second year on Drama’s 10-person committee, as Chair, Bob has become the face of DCU Drama. He remains a hyperactive member, appearing onstage and actively participating in the organisation of events. He prefers to lead by example, rather than by order and encourages all other members to get involved in all aspects of DCU Drama. While remaining Chair and overseeing the organisation of all drama events, Bob has still found the time to act (something he absolutely loves) and managed to find his way onto the stage for several events this year! 
Organisation & Major Events: Roles & Leadership Examples
· Clubs & Socs Day: Active recruiter (04/05 and 05/06)
· To Hell With The Knights: 8 (yes, 8!) roles, including 1st Jouster, English Knight, Ding, Dong, Random Iraqi, Repentant Knight, Knight who dies, Crusade Knight, also co-producer.
· Stars in their Eyes: co-producer (2004/05), co-presenter (04/05 and 05/06)

· Theatre Trip: Lead Organiser (2004/05)
· Rocky Horror Picture Show: General rabble-rouser and shameless cross-dresser (04/05 and 05/06)
· Variety Show: Too many roles to count! Also: co-producer, co-director, writer.
· St. Michael’s House Christmas Party (2004): General Assistant & Helper.
· DCU Ad Campaign 2005: Model
· Macbeth: Porter, Old Siward, Seyton, also co-producer, soundtrack co-ordinator.
· DCU Drama Table Quiz: Quizmaster, MC, co-producer.

· Sweet Charity (2004/05 Musical): Man with Dog, Oscar Lindquist (male lead)
· DADAs 2004/05: co-producer, audio-visual technician Also: WINNER: Best Actor, Best Producer.
· The Play's the Thing: Hamlet, also producer
· The Breakfast Club: Director, Producer
· Whose Line is it Anyway?: Presenter (on several occasions), co-producer
· Babez in da Hood: Spotlight Operator
· DCU Drama Christmas Party (2005): Co-producer, SANTA!
· All My Sons: Joe Keller (male lead) 
· The Merchant of Venice: Old Gobbo, also soundtrack co-ordinator, sound technician.
· Guys & Dolls: Representative for the musical on the Drama Committee
New Initiatives:

· Workshops: Bob has organised an intervarsity set-design workshop in association with the Drama League of Ireland, St. Pat’s, Mater Dei & DIT. The workshop will take place in week 6 in the Venue and will be held by Tom Madden, a renowned set designer. The theme will be that of our forthcoming musical “Guys & Dolls” and will be a unique opportunity for intervarsity relations. Coming up in week 6, Bob has also organised a vocal projection & diction workshop in association with the Gaiety School of Acting.
· Broadway Baby 2006: A first for DCU Drama and over 6 months in the planning, Bob organised a trip to New York for 30 intrepid DramaHeads in January of 2006. The group took in 3 major Broadway shows, spent 4 nights in Manhattan and generally had the time of their lives. Bob shouldered the bulk of the organisational duties, including acquiring huge discounts on tickets for some of the hottest shows on Broadway and negotiating further discounts with Aer Lingus and the International Youth Hostel in New York.

· Whose Line is it Anyway?: Upon being approached by Martin Conry of the president’s office early on in the year with regard to a DCU Drama performance for the DCU 25th Anniversary Party, Bob came up with our own twist on the popular improv show “Whose Line is it Anyway?” With a dedicated crew to assist in the production, several very successful shows were performed on the night of the celebrations, and went down so well that we repeated the show during Arts Week and again at the One Act Wonder Festival at St. Pat’s in November.
· Website Photo Gallery: Bob initiated the revamp of the DCU Drama website, especially its photo gallery, with the result that precious older photos have been restored to the gallery and over 2,000 pictures from this year alone are now available on our website.

· Nursing Program: Bob is currently in negotiations with the Faculty of Nursing here in DCU to provide DCU Drama members to act as live patients to facilitate nursing training, another first for DCU Drama!
Inter-Society & Intervarsity Events:

· Rocky Horror Picture Show: Bob acted as liaison between DCU Drama and LGBT for our collaboration on this event.
· Music Soc Intervarsity Choral Night 2005: Bob sang “The Rhythm of Life” with the cast of “Sweet Charity” for this multi-university event.
· Stars in their Eyes: In association with MPS and ArtSoc, Bob presented “Stars” for the second year in a row this year.
· Murder She Wrote Murder Mystery Night 2005: Bob participated (playing the Doctor) in this role playing Murder Mystery Night last year in association with Murder She Wrote Soc.
· Murder Mystery Quiz Night: Bob acted as liaison between DCU Drama and Murder She Wrote for this popular quiz night.

· St. Vincent de Paul Week: Bob MC’d the Simpsons Table Quiz for SVP and also whored himself onstage for the hilarious Slave Auction!

· One Act Wonder Festival: Bob directed and produced “The Breakfast Club” and co-produced and starred in “The Play’s the Thing” for the festival this year, where DCU Drama picked up FIVE awards!
· Intervarsity “Whose Line?”: Bob presented this first-of-its-kind event as part of the One Act Wonder Festival, featuring performers from DCU, St. Pat’s, Mater Dei & DIT. The show was given a special achievement award by the festival’s judges! 
· DCU Drama Christmas Party 2005: In association with Music Soc, RedBrick and GamesSoc – Bob acted as the liaison between DCU Drama and RedBrick AND dressed up as Santa for this successful event.
· St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Party: Bob willingly donned the Santa suit again for the SVP party, braving the advances of over 70 rampant underprivileged children! All in a good cause though…
· Irish Student Drama Awards: After appearing in Macbeth for last year’s ISDAs (and being singled out for praise by the judges), Bob is starring in both of our entries for this year’s competition (to be held in UCC) – “All My Sons” and “The Play’s the Thing.”
· DCU Drama / An Cumann Gaelach Table Quiz 2005: After a scheduling conflict put both of our table quizzes on the same night, Bob liaised with ACG to smooth things over and ensure a well run and enjoyable event. 
· Music Week 2006: Bob MC’d the opening Gala event of Music Week 2006, a marathon event in the Old Bar, featuring over 8 bands and all for the benefit of SALZ, an educational programme started by 5 DCU students (Students And Lifestart Zambia).
Members of DCU Drama often joke that Bob does not eat, sleep or stop talking. Well, that’s not quite a lie. He just forgets sometimes. We have no hesitation in recommending Roibeard O Mhurcu for Outstanding Society Individual for 2005/06.

