SOCIETY AWARD NOMINATION FORM

Before completing the society award nomination form please read the attached information carefully.

BEST SOCIETY AWARD

	Organisation: Number of members.  Number of members meetings during the academic year and average attendance at these meetings (Committee and General meetings).  Number of events during the academic year and average attendance at these meetings.  Any new initiatives.  Help from other sources (internal or external persons or organisations).  Committee members (how many).

Name of society: DCU Drama
Membership: 300 approx.

Committee meetings: One formal meeting a week (11 committee positions). Several informal throughout the week.

Members meetings: A general members meeting was held in Week 3 of Semester One (attendance 100 approx.) and another is scheduled for Week 10 of Semester Two. In addition to this, each production has its own meeting schedule. Most meet up to three or four times a week for production meetings and rehearsals. Regular workshops are also held almost weekly to cater for those who can’t commit to larger productions.
Number of events: 50 approx. over the two semesters. There has been regular attendance at our weekly workshops, with up to 25 members at some. Our performance events have also proved very popular, with audience levels reaching new heights. For example, nearly 150 attended Stars in Their Eyes, Romeo and Juliet sold around 300 tickets, while the Vagina Monologues was completely sold out the day before the event.
New initiatives: Drama forum – we held a forum in Week 1 of Semester Two in order to inform our members of upcoming events during the second semester. With this forum, we also aimed to encourage members who were not quite so active in the first semester to become more involved in the society.
Committee members: We have ten members on committee to fill the eleven positions, with the positions of PRO and Webmaster held by the same person.



	Finances:  Funds received from SPC.  Sponsorship received (details of how much and from whom).  Income and Expenditure Account.  Bank Statements.

Total funding received from SPC: €19,298.36
Affiliations: €25.00

Activities: €8463.36 (including €709.00 granted after initial grant application)

Travel: €2000.00

Accommodation: €2040.00

Equipment: €870.00

Miscellaneous: €500.00

Musical: €5400.00

Sponsorship received:

Orientation Week: €175.00 from DCU to allow us to rent costumes from Bui Bolg.

AIB: €1000.00 sponsorship in exchange for advertisement on the posters of our shows.

Stars in Their Eyes: €75.00 monetary sponsorship from Matt Weldon’s bar.

Pantomime: €100.00 worth of prizes for a raffle in aid of charity.

Musical: €200.00 from John Alan Hairdressing in exchange for advertisement.

               €500.00 from the University (yet to be received)

               €100.00 from Ulster Bank (yet to be received)

Shindig Nightclub, Club21, D2 and Barcode give all Drama members with membership cards free or discounted access on student nights. (Free shots in Barcode on a Thursday!)
Please find attachment to e-mail detailing a full income and expenditure account to date for the current academic year.



	Promotion: How did the Society promote itself during the year?  Did you get help in promoting your Society? How did this add to campus life?
Promotional activities for DCU Drama have reached an all time high this year.
DCU Drama burst onto the fresher scene during Orientation Week 2007 by fulfilling a request from Lisa Muldowney to perform to over two thousand eager new first years in the Mahony Hall in the Helix. A talented trio stood in front of this huge crowd and wowed the audience with a rendition of many Avenue Q songs. We saw this as a huge opportunity to promote our society to the newcomers and to also encourage club and society activities.
We dressed up in costume and set up a vibrant stand for Clubs and Socs Day in the Hub. This, combined with a coordinated song and dance performance to a number from the popular musical Hairspray in the Henry Grattan Street during Week 1, added to the buzz on campus and helped the society to take in approximately three hundred members. We also set up a stand and multiple performances for the DCU Open Day.
We have made constant use of Campus Print  this year, as we have postered all of DCU for every weekly event. Our committee believes in standing out from a crowd so we put a lot of effort into making our posters noticeable. Our large black poster boards are prominently placed in the Hub and in the Street; by positioning them in the busiest places on campus, we feel that this attracts the most attention. This has reflected in our ticket sales as a profit has been made on every event we have held since September.
We have been advertised weekly in Campus magazine and also in The College View. The back cover of Flashback magazine was dedicated to our Christmas pantomime Aladdin. We have plugged many of our shows such as The Vagina Monologues and Fame on our very own DCUFM, as we have close ties with the Media Production Society, and also on national stations such as Today FM and 2FM.
Our DCU Drama Bebo page is still being maintained and we receive hourly comments from our members on upcoming shows. This year, separate Bebo pages for each show have been created to encourage our members to talk openly about DCU and DCU Drama. These sites act as a pivotal tool in promoting shows as it allows us to contact all DCU students to promote upcoming events.

Our main website, www.dcudrama.ie, is constantly being updated with news about the society and its productions. We have also designed a website dedicated to promoting Fame and its sponsors and to selling tickets online.

This year, we hope to perform once more at the Casino Ball to show all of DCU the talent we possess. This will also add entertainment to the DCU event.

We have redesigned the society hoodies and have succeeded in selling them to most freshers and also to old members. T-shirts for Romeo and Juliet were made and worn during the week of its running in the Helix, while Fame t-shirts are also in the process of being designed by a Foto Soc committee member.

The largest promotion campaign we undertake each year is that of the musical. For Fame, we have contacted Tubridy Tonight, The Late Late Show and Ireland AM and have received promising slots to advertise the musical. We have extended our postering past the DCU gates and have already postered Clontarf, Malahide and Phibsboro, with several weeks still to go to the event.
Our obvious presence on the DCU campus adds to student life for many reasons. The majority of the cast in our largest event, Fame, are first years. We believe in integrating newcomers and helping them to grow as individuals. By contributing weekly to life around DCU, brightening up the faculty buildings with our colourful posters, and creating a buzz by our performances, we believe that we contribute to the positive, progressive and fulfilling student life of DCU.




	Achievements: Major events during the year.  Any new initiatives during the year. Intersociety activity.  Intervarsity activity.
In what has proved to be a landmark year in DCU Drama history, we have endeavoured to supply as many events as possible for our membership and have played a major part in helping DCU maintain its reputation as one of the most student friendly colleges in Ireland.
Organisation and major events:
· Avenue Q performances: At the start of the year, Drama was asked to perform a piece to the freshers in the Mahony Hall in the Helix. Happy to oblige, three of our members sang songs from the hit musical Avenue Q. Performing to over three thousand students over the course of three days, this was one of the highlights of Orientation Week.
· Freshers Week: During the course of Freshers Week, Drama had a stand set up in the Hub. We also organised a number of workshops, which allowed people to get to know each other better in what is quite a scary time. We organised a game of Manhunt as well, with the winners receiving a lovely bottle of wine each.
· Clubs and Socs Day: During Clubs and Socs Day, Drama added to the atmosphere by setting up a stand, dressing up as giant puppets, bursting into dance and generally making a scene. With around three hundred students registering, this was another great day for Drama.
· EGM: Our Extraordinary General Meeting generated huge interest due to the vacant positions of Tech Officer and First Year Rep. After fierce competition, Declan McKeown and Marian Hughes were elected on to our committee. Also at this meeting we took names for the much-coveted Broadway places and declared the winner of our Broadway raffle. After explaining what would be happening during the course of the year, we supplied our members with hot food and drinks.
· Workshops: We are extremely proud of the workshops we have held this year. With acting, improvisation, dancing, producing, lighting and set design covered, we feel our weekly workshops on a Tuesday have become a mainstay in our members’ diaries.
· Rocky Horror Picture Show: In what is the highlight of the year for many, DCU Drama supplied the cross dressers of DCU the perfect opportunity to come out and shake their bums with the ever popular Rocky Horror Picture Show. Turning the Venue into a gothic cinema, this was once again a fantastic night.
· Lovely One Act Festival Show: The LOAFS, as they are affectionately called, are now a mainstay of our calendar. Featuring mostly original scripts, this night proved to be great fun for all involved, and also allowed people who may not have had previous experience to jump on board the drama bandwagon.
· Comedy Night: In what proved to be an extremely busy week for Drama, we held a comedy night on the Thursday of Arts Week. With our improv team enacting "Whose Line is it Anyway?", movies by our chair Pauric Carroll and songs from Avenue Q, this was a relaxed evening of entertainment.
· Aladdin: After the success of last year's pantomime, Drama was eager to hold another fantastic panto. Aladdin proved to be a massive success and another hilarious production to add to DCU Drama's history books. Impressively, Drama's first year students did most of the hard work and organisation. The show received rave reviews and also helped to support the St Vincent de Paul Society by donating €1 for every ticket sold, thus handing over a cheque of €400 to SVP.
· RAG Week: With our ever-popular Drown Drama, where we gave people a chance to soak their Drama committee, and with busking and face painting in the Hub, we were able to raise around €300 for the RAG Week charities.
· Romeo and Juliet: The most famous love story of all time, bar maybe the Notebook, DCU Drama put on its own production of Romeo and Juliet in the Space. Running over three nights, and with a matinee performance which was attended by the local secondary school, this was a show truly worthy of the great scribe.
· Vagina Monologues: A show that we were extremely proud to put on, the Vagina Monologues was held in the Helix for one sell-out night in Week 4 of Semester Two. In an intense series of pieces, the strongest women in our society explored what it means to be a woman. With all profits (totalling around €700) going to Women's Aid, it was a stunning show from everyone involved.
· Broadway Baby…2008: For the previous two years, DCU Drama has brought forty of its members to Broadway for only five hundred euro. This year we went one better and one of our members went for only five euro. In a trip which is unique to DCU Drama, we spent five days in New York City and saw three fantastic shows. With members frequently describing it as one of the highlights of their entire time at college, we would like to thank the SPC for helping us do this each year and we hope it will be carried on by next year's committee.
· Website/Bebo: As well as our popular website, www.dcudrama.ie, this year DCU Drama has branched out and set up a page on the student based website Bebo. With weekly blogs, photos and updates, this has proven to be a great addition to our society.
· Charity work: With the money we have raised for RAG Week (Drown Drama and busking), Women's Aid (Vagina Monologues) and SVP (Aladdin), DCU Drama has raised almost €1,500 in charity this year.
Forthcoming events:

· Fame, the DCU Musical: Week 9, the Theatre, the Helix! A musical based on the struggles of students trying to make it in the acting business, and produced by an all student team, this is set to be one of the highlights of DCU's year.
· Irish Student Drama Association Festival: In Week 8, we shall be sending two/three of our best shows to the ISDA competition. With the top colleges in Ireland competing, it should prove to be an interesting week. This year we hope not only to enjoy the experience but bring back a couple of awards for DCU.
· Epic Life of Clyde: In Week 6, DCU Drama does what it does best. With a hilarious parody on the Robin Hood story, a stellar cast of first years, and drama veteran Conor Lynch writing and directing, this is set to be a rip roaring fun show.
· Disco Pigs: In Week 7, DCU Drama will present a dark tale of intense love in Disco Pigs. This award winning show, directed by Joey Kavanagh, will explore the relationship between the iconic characters of Runt and Pig in a deeply compelling manner.
· The Woods: Following their victory in the ISDA improvisation competition last semester, DCU Drama's improvisation group has developed an idea from that pivotal weekend. Taking place in conjunction with Disco Pigs, this is a dark drama, loosely based on the classic fairy tale of Snow White and the Seven Dwarves.
· A Theory of Everything: In Week 11, Alan Flanagan will once more be directing his self-penned play. Following the success of his play Adam Ryan last year, this show is set to showcase the creative talents of our membership.
· Forbidden: In Week 10, we will be showcasing another original script. This time Robin Cafolla will be filling the mantle of writer/director extraordinaire.
· Scrubs, the Musical: Towards the end of semester, first years Gary O'Donoghue, Brian Moloney and Doireann Wylde will be producing a musical based on the medical comedy. Set to be a hilarious, fun filled show, this is also the first show this year produced by all first years, and we are thrilled by their initiative.
· DCU Annual Drama Awards: Inspired by the Oscars and no less prestigious, we will be combining the DADAs with our Variety Show this year, which is set to make this special night even more extravagant.
New initiatives:
· Broadway for a Fiver: Each year we offer our membership the fantastic opportunity to go to New York and experience the magic of Broadway. This year we went one step further and offered one of our drama heads the chance to go for five euro, the same price as a panini in the canteen! Eventual winner of the raffle, Ciara Buggy, had what she described "the best week of her life".
· Play in a Day: Following on from a number of workshops with drama coordinator Liam Halligan, our amazing first years astounded the audience with their hilarious play, which ran in conjunction with the LOAFS. Doing exactly what it said on the tin, producing a show in twenty-four hours, this proved to be the beginning of a first year revolution within our society, one which we welcomed with open arms.
· Drama Forum: At the beginning of Semester Two, we held our first ever Drama Forum. Here we discussed upcoming events and also developed a number of ideas for plays and shows.
· Improvisation group: At the start of Semester One, we ran a number of workshops based on improvisation. This was a great way to develop people's confidence and held us in good steam when our improvisation team competed in and won the National Improv Competition through ISDA.
· Fame, a student production: This year’s DCU musical is an all student production. This is a fantastic opportunity for our members to put a show on in one of Ireland's premiere venues. Drama legend Stephen Grimes will direct, John Cannon will be producing and Riona Flood and Phoebe Shannon will choreograph the show. We are particularly pleased with this new initiative as in previous years we have hired in a professional production team, due to the scale of the musical, which has proved costly. We hope to prove that professionalism is more than what you get by paying someone; it is a state of mind.
· Yearbook/CD: This year has really been a landmark year in DCU Drama history. With so many of our active members leaving and so many freshers joining, we felt we had to mark it in some way. Coupled with the fact that we have just celebrated our 25th anniversary, we have decided to publish a Yearbook and CD to mark a fantastic year.
Intersociety and intervarsity events:

· Six Semesters Premiere: Early last year, CS student John McKeown approached Drama and MPS about making a feature movie that he had written. An exciting project, and also the first of its type attempted by college students anywhere in the country, this production has been running since last September. We hope to premiere it in Week 8 to the whole of DCU in our very own Venue.
· Stars in Their Eyes: In association with MPS, Stars was a huge success. Featuring the likes of Take That, the Spice Girls and Frank Sinatra, this was one of the highlights of Semester One.
· One Act Wonder Festival: This year DCU Drama hosted its first ever intervarsity event. Winning Best Production and Best Actress, performing on our home ground proved to be an inspiration for our society. This helped foster great ties between us and DIT Drama.
· National Improvisation Competition: In November of last semester, DCU Drama sent its team down to compete in the National Improvisation Competition. An intensive weekend ensued, and we were eventually decided winners by esteemed judges Alan Stanford and Leila Duggan. Great friendships were fostered between the different drama groups and we are looking forward to competing again with our new friends in the theatrical arts.
· Art/Drama set workshops: The newly formed Art Soc has proved to be a great help in organising set workshops for our various shows. It has been a pleasure to work with such highly enthusiastic Art Soc heads, and we hope this relationship continues to grow and develop.
· Clubs and Socs Calendar: For RAG Week, Style Soc came up with the fantastic idea of having a Club and Socs Calendar. Drama was glad to fill the month of May with a picture inspired by Fame.
· Christmas Party: In association with RedBrick and Games Soc, over 150 attended this fun night in the Slipper, complete with a Santa's Grotto, mulled wine and minced pies.
· Aladdin/SVP: Drama was delighted to donate one euro of each ticket sold for the Christmas panto to SVP. Raising €400, we hope this helped them in carrying out their amazing charity work.
· Swing Ball: Along with the other societies in DCU, Drama hopes to help this year’s Swing Ball, by holding a number of performances during the course of the night.
· Charity Sleepover: For the Students Union's charity sleepover, Drama was at hand to keep the night moving with games and enthusiasm.
· Open Day: DCU has a great reputation for clubs and societies activity; for its Open Day Drama set up a stand and performed songs from the musical Hairspray for prospective students. Due to our energy on that weekend, we were awarded a monetary prize by the college.
· Drama/Style workshop: At the start of Semester Two, Drama held a body movement workshop for the models in the fashion show.



Statement from the Society on why they believe they deserve the Award.  This is for the Awards Brochure and should be no more than 150 words.

As students of DCU, we are extremely lucky to have such a vibrant clubs and societies atmosphere on campus. As one of the biggest and most active societies in the college, we in DCU Drama would like to feel that we have contributed to what has been a fantastic year.


With huge numbers of students getting involved, DCU Drama has made every effort to supply as many events for its members as possible. From our annual trip to Broadway, musicals and comedy nights, to classic and contemporary theatre and numerous workshops, we have ensured that everyone who wants to get involved in our society can.


Through countless productions, intersociety and intervarsity events, we have helped people to develop themselves as individuals and to form life-long friendships, which we feel is the true spirit behind society life.


For these reasons, we would like to put ourselves forward for consideration for Best Society 2007/2008.
