FIRST FIVE INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

	Participation: Name Clubs and Societies that individual is involved with.  Positions held and length of service with particular Societies.  Examples or evidence of leadership.  Examples or evidence of dedication.
Name: Susan Bourke
Societies involved with: DCU Drama, DCU Art, Music Soc, Book Soc, College View
Positions held in societies: 

DCU Drama:       External Liaisons Officer 2006/2007

                            Secretary 2007/2008

DCU Art:             Treasurer 2007/2008

Susan has been actively involved in society life since her very first week in DCU. From the very beginning, she has been an enthusiastic member of DCU Drama. She attended a number of drama workshops at the start of the year, but it was only when she became a chorus member of the panto ‘Babez in da Hood’ and stayed up until two o’clock in the morning painting the set for the show that she realised she had caught the drama bug.
Other productions that Susan had a part in that year were ‘Merchant of Venice’ and ‘Guys and Dolls’. She also did a lot of work behind the scenes for various shows, such as selling tickets and helping backstage. At the end of her first year, Susan was awarded a Stormtrooper medal for her dedication to the Drama society that year.
As well as her participation in Drama, Susan was also an eager member of Music Soc in her first year. She was involved in the Music Soc choir which had several performances throughout the year, including Carols by Candlelight and the DCU Alumni Awards. She also played the violin in the Music Soc orchestra which performed at various events during the year as well.
At an EGM at the beginning of second year, Susan was elected to the position of External Liaisons Officer on the Drama committee. This role required her to represent DCU Drama on the committee of the One Act Wonder Festival, which is a Dublin-based competition, and also on the council of the Irish Student Drama Association, which is a national organisation of college drama societies.
While her position on committee meant that she had to liaise with people beyond DCU, Susan continued her active involvement within DCU as well, playing roles in ‘Back to Neverland’, ‘Vagina Monologues’ and ‘King Lear’. In addition to this, she kept up her interest in music by playing keyboard in the band for the Full Monty musical.

It was also in second year that Susan fulfilled her dream of writing a piece for the stage. Her one act play ‘If This Is The Afterlife, I Want My Old Job Back’ competed in two separate competitions and was very well received in both, winning an award for Best Overall Production (the LOAFS) and for Best Original Script (One Act Wonder Festival).
At the end of second year, Susan was presented with the Rock Award by the Drama membership. This award recognised Susan’s contribution to the society throughout the year and was so named because its members felt that she was a ‘rock’ on the committee.

Susan was re-elected to the Drama committee for her third and final year in DCU, this time to the position of secretary. Along with her duties of sending out the agenda, writing up the minutes and supplying Campus magazine with a blurb about Drama each week, she has been a vital member of the committee in organising the society’s events throughout the year.
She decided to try her hand at writing again this year, and wrote another one act play entitled ‘Elsie’s Funeral’. Her aim with this play was to provide as many freshers as possible with the opportunity to perform on stage. To this end she wrote fourteen characters into the plot and cast new members of Drama in every part. This is a clear example of her desire to include all of the membership in the society’s events and activities.
For her final year, Susan has also been a committee member of DCU Art, which has been newly resurrected this year after an absence from DCU society life for over four years. Susan holds the position of treasurer on this committee, which involves maintaining the society’s accounts and monitoring all money coming in and going out.
In addition to this, Susan has been present at the majority of Art’s events during the year, actively participating in workshops and helping to organise events such as the paint wall and the graffiti wall. She has played an instrumental role in getting the society off the ground and Art has enjoyed a very successful first year.
Susan has also contributed to the College View in the Letters to the Editor section, and she has entered a short story in the Book Soc creative writing anthology which is currently being compiled.

Susan has been extremely dedicated to society life throughout her three years at DCU. She has constantly been willing to give up her time for the benefit of societies, and has always done it with a smile on her face.



	Organisation:  Roles played by the individual in various events.  Size of committee involved with.  Examples or evidence of leadership.
Susan sat on an eleven member committee (Drama) in second year, and on a ten member committee (Drama) and an eight member committee (Art) in third year. She has been heavily involved in organising events throughout both years for all of these committees.

Organisational roles and responsibilities:

· Bag packs: Susan helped out at three separate bag packs during the summer of 2006 in order to raise money for Drama.
· Clubs and Socs Day: Susan actively recruited members for Drama in her second year and Drama and Art in her third year.
· One Act Wonder Festival 2006: Susan represented DCU Drama at weekly meetings for this intervarsity competition between four Dublin colleges.
· Stars in Their Eyes 2006: Susan organised a ticket stand over three days for this show.
· If This Is The Afterlife, I Want My Old Job Back: Susan wrote, cast, produced and directed this play which won three awards (Best Overall Production at the LOAFS, Best Original Script at the One Act Wonder Festival 2006 and Best Script at the MPS Hybrid Awards).
· Christmas party with RedBrick and Games Soc: Susan and Joey Kavanagh represented Drama on the organising committee of this party, which involved buying presents, decorating the venue, organising Santa and buying mulled wine and mince pies.
· Three Days of Rain: Susan helped out backstage at this production which was performed in the Space in the Helix.
· Ciaran Gray workshop: Susan organised for professional drama facilitator Ciaran Gray to come and do a workshop in acting, dance and improvisation. This workshop was in aid of the Rag Week charities.
· Drown Drama: Susan helped to make the stocks for this event and had wet sponges thrown at her for the Rag Week charities.
· Table quiz: Susan organised the projector for this event and also wrote the history round.
· ISDA Festival 2007: Susan represented DCU Drama at monthly meetings for this intervarsity competition between all participating colleges in Ireland. She also organised transport and accommodation for two sets and twenty-one people for the weekend in Belfast.
· Variety Show: Susan co-produced this show with Pauric Carroll, which involved holding auditions, booking the venue, and organising set decoration, production meetings and tech runthroughs.
· DADAs 2007: Susan helped with the organisation of this event and presented awards on the night.
· Paint wall: Susan assisted in the organisation of the paint wall, which was Art’s first event of the year.
· Rocky Horror 2007: Susan was in charge of front of house for this event.
· Paris trip: Susan took care of all money matters over the three days of this Art trip, including paying for accommodation, Metro tickets and museum passes.
· Elsie’s Funeral: Susan wrote, cast, produced and directed this play which was entered in both the LOAFS and the One Act Wonder Festival.
· Graffiti wall (twice): Susan participated in the organisation of this event on two separate occasions, including painting the boards white and setting up and dismantling the wall.
· Charity sleepover: Susan helped with face painting on the night of this Students Union event.
· Art competition: Susan secured a sponsorship prize of €100 from Bank of Ireland for this event.
· Aladdin: Susan did spotlights for this show which was performed in the Venue.
· Rag Week meetings: Susan represented both Drama and Art at meetings held in the weeks coming up to Rag Week.
Acting roles with DCU Drama:
· Babez in da Hood: Villager (also helped paint the set)
· Merchant of Venice: Servant (also facilitated set changes between scenes)
· Guys and Dolls: Hot Box Doll
· Back to Neverland: Old Crone (also organised ticket stand over three days)
· Vagina Monologues 2007: Performed the Coochi Snorcher monologue
· Full Monty: Played keyboard in the band
· Six Semesters: Extra
· King Lear: Servant, Messenger, Herald
· Elsie’s Funeral: Elsie



	Achievements:  Major events.  New initiatives.  Intersociety or Intervarsity activity.
New initiatives:
· Back to Neverland: Susan organised for a DeLorean, the famous car that features in the Back to the Future movies, to be brought on campus for a photo shoot with the cast as a very unusual part of the promotion for this show.
· Drown Drama: Susan and her fellow committee member Pauric Carroll organised this event for the first time in 2007 and it was so successful in raising money for Rag Week that it was repeated in 2008.

· DCU Art: Susan was one of three students who instigated the resurrection of this society in 2007 and helped to ensure that it had a very successful year as a new society on campus.

Intersociety activity:
· Back to Neverland: Susan played the part of the Old Crone in this pantomime, from which €400 was raised for the St Vincent de Paul society.
· Christmas party with RedBrick and Games Soc: In her second year Susan was on the organising committee of this intersociety party which has become an annual tradition over the past three years.

· Candybox: Along with other members of the Art committee, Susan helped decorate the Old Bar for this LGBT event.

· Chalk drawings: Susan and other members of Art drew chalk pictures opposite the Henry Grattan in order to raise money for SVP Week.

· Arts Week: Susan was part of the organising committee for Arts Week, in which nine societies participated, including Art, Drama, Music Soc, Book Soc, Style Soc, Juggling Soc, Comic Soc, STOCS and Home and Away.

· Vagina Monologues mural: As a member of Art, Susan helped conceptualise and paint this mural for the Drama production of the Vagina Monologues.

Intervarsity activity:

· One Act Wonder Festival 2006: Susan entered her play ‘If This Is The Afterlife, I Want My Old Job Back’ into this intervarsity competition between DCU, DIT, St Pat’s and Mater Dei, and won Best Original Script. She was also DCU Drama’s representative for the festival.
· ISDA Festival 2007: Susan was DCU Drama’s representative for this festival.

· One Act Wonder Festival 2007: Susan entered her play ‘Elsie’s Funeral’ into this intervarsity competition between DCU and DIT, and played the role of Elsie.



References from at least two separate sources (the more independent the reference the better).

Statement from the Society on why they believe the individual deserves the Award.  This is for the Awards Brochure and should be no more than 150 words.

Susan Bourke has been an active member of societies ever since she came to DCU in 2005. She has contributed hugely to society life on campus over the past three years, and her commitment and dedication are apparent in her enthusiastic involvement in societies such as DCU Drama, DCU Art and Music Soc.
In addition to serving as DCU Drama’s External Liaisons Officer in 2006/07 and Secretary in 2007/08, Susan has participated in almost every aspect of drama that the society has to offer, including writing, directing, producing, acting and helping backstage.
Susan is also currently Treasurer for DCU Art, a society resurrected at the end of last year, and has helped Art to become one of the most visible societies on campus this year.
DCU Drama proudly nominates Susan Bourke for First Five Individual 2007/08.
