OUTSTANDING SOCIETY FRESHER AWARD

	Participation: Name Clubs and Societies that individual is involved with.  Positions held and length of service with particular Societies.  Examples or evidence of leadership.  Examples or evidence of dedication.
Name: Gary O’Donoghue
Societies involved with: DCU Drama, Music Soc, DCU Art, Media Production Society
Gary O’Donoghue has been an enthusiastic society head since his very first week here at DCU. In Orientation Week, he took part in a number of workshops held by DCU Drama, and subsequently joined that society and several others on Clubs and Socs Day. He ran for First Year Rep at the Drama EGM in Week 3 of Semester One, and even though he wasn’t elected he remained eager to get involved in every way possible.

Gary has auditioned for every single show that Drama has put on this year, which shows great determination! He was cast in Room Inspections, in which he performed for both the LOAFS (Lovely One Act Festival Show) and the intervarsity One Act Wonder Festival (held in conjunction with DIT Drama).

He also participated in Play in a Day, a new venture for Drama this year. Gary and six other first years took on the task of writing, producing and staging a play in just over twenty-four hours. The play featured a number of crazy characters attending a Pokémon Anonymous meeting, and was performed as a supplement to the LOAFS, to rapturous laughter and applause.
Following on this, Gary was a member of the chorus in this year’s pantomime, Aladdin, which was predominantly a first year production. He also went on the Broadway Baby trip to New York, and was so eager to experience Broadway to the full that he went to a fourth show that week!

Gary kept up this enthusiasm in Semester Two, again auditioning for everything on offer. He secured a role in Forbidden, which will be performed in Week 10. Building on what he learned from getting Play in a Day from script to stage, he has taken on the responsibility of producing Epic Quest of Clyde, to be performed in Week 6. He is also co-producing Scrubs the Musical along with two other first years, which will be staged towards the end of semester. On top of all this, he will be helping out backstage at Fame the Musical, Drama’s most ambitious undertaking of the year.
In addition to all of this, Gary has been consistently involved in Drama’s weekly workshops (gaining experience in workshops of such a diverse nature as comedy, tech and improvisation) and other random events throughout the year, such as busking in the Hub and Drown Drama, both of which were in aid of the Rag Week charities.

As if one society was not enough, Gary has also been involved with Music Soc, helping them to organise one of their gigs, DCU Art, participating in events such as their graffiti wall, and MPS, working to relaunch DCU FM.
Gary has been a great ambassador for society life in general in DCU. He has represented several societies in many different events since he arrived here last September. He has given selflessly to these societies all year, and has provided a wonderful example to all others around him to do the same. He has proven himself to be an outstanding fresher in every way.



	Organisation:  Roles played by the individual in various events.  Size of committee involved with.  Examples or evidence of leadership.
Roles, responsibilities and leadership:
· Room Inspections: Gary played the part of Mike in Conor Lynch’s play Room Inspections, which was performed in both the LOAFS and the One Act Wonder Festival.

· Play in a Day: Gary was heavily involved in this event, participating in the two workshops leading up to it and helping to write and produce it, as well as having an acting role in the actual performance.

· Aladdin: Gary was a member of the chorus for Aladdin, DCU Drama’s third annual pantomime, traditionally a first year production. In addition to this, he wrote the lyrics to one of the songs, Hip to Be Poor, and also helped to make the set.
· Broadway Baby: Gary came to New York along with thirty-nine other dramaheads, and was a great representative of the society abroad.

· Epic Quest of Clyde: Gary has taken on the responsibility of producing this play, to be performed in the Venue in Week 6. His responsibilities include buying props, handling backstage issues, and liaising with set designers.
· Forbidden: Gary has the part of the King in this upcoming play written by Robin Cafolla.
· Scrubs the Musical: Gary is producing and directing this show along with two other first years. This involves holding auditions and rehearsals, organising the set, and managing backstage.
· Fame: Gary has taken on the momentous task of helping out backstage at Fame, our biggest event of the entire year. As a member of the stage crew, he will share the responsibility of ensuring that everything runs smoothly behind the scenes during the four performances.
· DCU FM: Gary has been working with the Media Production Society to try and get DCU FM relaunched, and will be presenting a music and chat show in the radio station in the near future.
· Music Soc gig: Gary assisted with the tech, helped with stagework and liaised with bands for this event which occurred in Semester One.




	Achievements:  Major events.  New initiatives.  Intersociety or Intervarsity activity.
New initiatives:
· Play in a Day: In Week 8 of Semester One, Gary and six other first years wrote, produced and performed Play in a Day in just over twenty-four hours. Following a failed attempt to run this event last year, Play in a Day finally happened this year with great success.
· Scrubs the Musical: Gary is one of three first years producing Scrubs the Musical, an event never before staged by DCU Drama.

Intervarsity activity:

· One Act Wonder Festival: Gary participated in the intervarsity One Act Wonder Festival (held between DCU Drama and DIT Drama), reprising his role in Room Inspections.



References from at least two separate sources (the more independent the reference the better).

Statement from the Society on why they believe the individual deserves the Award.  This is for the Awards Brochure and should be no more than 150 words.

Gary O’Donoghue has been an enthusiastic dramahead ever since his first workshop back in Orientation Week. Throughout the year he has participated in all aspects of drama, both onstage and off. His onstage performances include Room Inspections, Play in a Day and Forbidden, while behind the scenes he has taken on the role of producer in both Epic Quest of Clyde and Scrubs the Musical.
Gary has been a true ambassador for Drama, and has promoted the society in every way possible. He has never hesitated to offer his services, and has always shown up with a smile on his face!
Gary has remained consistent in his dedication to the drama society, volunteering his help in all of our productions throughout the year. His eagerness to contribute to every event, coupled with his genuine willingness to help out any way he can, lead us to wholeheartedly nominate Gary O’Donoghue for Best Fresher 2007/2008.
