As anyone who has been there will agree, Prague is one of the most magnificent cities one could ever hope to see. Prague is a bastion of culture, history and intrigue. Indeed, the arts are alive and vibrant in Prague as can be seen in their architecture, music and --particularly resonant with us--, their dramatic arts.
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It is not a lie to say that theatre runs deep in the blood of the Czech people, from lowly street theatre to the opulence of the Prague Opera House and all points in between. High arts are an integral part of the Czech cultural identity.
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But Prague has a lot more to offer than mere theatre, it is a vibrant city with a rich and complex history, at times inspiring, at times heartbreaking. We intend to include trips to the notorious Second World War concentration camp “Terezin” where political prisoners and the mentally disabled were tortured and killed in their thousands.
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 We also wish to include an excursion to the wonderful Kotna Hora, where one can see the infamous Ossuary (an entire chapel constructed from human bone) and one of the oldest mints in Europe. 
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As a large number of drama members in Drama are studying for Humanities Degrees it would be of enormous benefit to visit and engage in eastern European culture. For those not studying Humanities this trip away could be one of the biggest eye openers they will get the opportunity to experience. Course work and society aims and objectives aside student society life is about experiences and learning and this is a rare opportunity to expose students to cultures they may never get the chance to experience again. Moreover, Prague is currently quite affordable to people on a student budget. However, given Prague’s current status as a new European city and its increasing popularity with tourists, a visit to this wonderful city of culture may soon be out of our price range. For example, we have been offered tickets to see Faust at the Prague Marionette Theatre a rate of €11 per head.
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 We would also love to avail of this opportunity to see “Madam Butterfly” in the world renowned Prague Opera House at a rate comparable to seeing it in (for example) Cork Opera House. 
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For comparison, we investigated the price of staying in a 2-star hotel in Cork and acquiring tickets for the Cork Opera house. Hostels we searched online in Cork were unable to accommodate groups of our proposed size, and the cheapest 2 star hotel we could find was €67 per person per night, which would work out far too expensive. Even with a mid week break special the living expenses and travel costs in Ireland are so much more expensive that for that small extra cost we think it’s well worth it to give people what might be a once in a lifetime opportunity for them. We also checked the Cork Opera house website only to find out that the performances of Madam Butterfly are sold out and it is very difficult to get tickets for anything, as Cork is this year’s European city of culture. Cork also would not allow us the experience and unique insight that the proposed trip to Prague would offer all who partake. Many drama members joined up this year to make friends and to appreciate all that college life can offer. Drama would like to offer their members not only training and experience in dramatics but the chance to learn from other cultures and to do something as part of a college society that will stay with them forever. Of course we can not do this without financial support and many in drama may never get the chance to do this again so we hope you consider our application in this light, and we look forward to hearing from you. 

For further information, feel free to contact members of DCU Drama Committee, especially the following:

David Grimes (david.grimes2@mail.dcu.ie / 086 3707606)

Roibeard O Mhurcu (dramabob@gmail.com / 086 1744955)

Gary Boylan (gary.boylan2@mail.dcu.ie / 086 3070650)

Thanking you in advance, and for your time,

               DCU Drama.

