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Board of Irish College Societies

National Society of the Year Awards

2006
BEST FRESHER
Please type in the spaces provided below each question. The text box will expand to fit the length of the response.

This application is to be submitted to bics@redbrick.dcu.ie by the 7th of April 2005

College: 

DCU – Dublin City University
Individual’s Name: 
Stephen Grimes
Please give a brief (50-word) summary of the application to be used in the Awards Brochure:

When it comes to a rapid immersion in campus and society life, Stephen Grimes is alone at the top. Indeed, the extent to which Stephen has gotten himself involved with both DCU Drama and the wider college network is simply astounding. He is an energetic and immensely likeable young man whose talent is massively wide-ranging.
Society/ies involved with and role or position held in each?  

DCU Drama- First Year Rep on Drama Committee


Ultimate Frisbee Club 
Swimming and Waterpolo Club 
Canoe Club 
Rockclimbing Club
Fencing Club
Music Society - participated in Open Mike Nights
Redbrick- Non society member but supportive of events and my band played several gigs for their events!
What events have you been involved in organising and of which are you most proud?

See Below!
· Clubs & Socs Day: Active recruiter 
· Stars in their Eyes: I shook it up as Elvis to wild applause! I also helped sell tickets and promote the show.
· Theatre Trip: I organised a trip to "Fiddler On The Roof" in week 9, and was the lead in organising our trip to "The Witches" in St Pat's.
· Rocky Horror Picture Show: I heavily promoted this event and even dressed as a witch on the night! (hey, it was Halloween!)
· DCU Drama Table Quiz: I am assisting with correcting and promoting this year's Quiz.
· Music Soc Open Mic Nights: I participated in several open mic nights for Music Soc this year.
· RedBrick Events: My band, Checkpoint Charlie, played several events for the DCU networking society this year. 

· Whose Line is it Anyway?: I was instrumental in setting up “Whose Line..?” showcased my improv talents at several performances. As part of a dedicated crew to assist in the production, I took part in several very successful shows that were performed on the night of the 25th Anniversary celebrations, and was singled out for praise by the audience!
· Babez in da Hood: I was instrumental in the decision to turn over control of the panto to an exclusively Fresher production team. The rest is DCU Drama history! Hmmm, let's see. Director, Soundtrack co-ordinator, co-writer, General dogsbody and on opening night, played Dangerous Dave at the 11th hour, replacing Gary Boylan. I ad-libbed most of his lines and gave a laugh-out-loud performance! (at least the audience thought so)
· DCU Drama Christmas Party (2005): General Helper-Outer.
· All My Sons: Frank Lubey.
· The Merchant of Venice: Bassanio, one of the male leads; a difficult complex character that I played to critical acclaim.
· Guys & Dolls (2005/06 Musical): Nathan Detroit (male lead). I also aided in the promotion of just about every show DCU Drama has done this year!
· What am I most proud of? THE PANTO! PANTO! PANTO! PANTO!
I am most proud of The Panto- I put my heart and soul into the show and thanks to a fantastically talented cast and production team, It was a rip roaring success. It is the first show I ever directed and it was a fantastic feeling to have it go down so well!

I managed to coax the committee into entrusting all aspects of the DCU Drama Pantomime in to the hands of eager Freshers, a revolutionary move considering the difficult logistics and huge scope of such an event. With a certain degree of trepidation, the decision was made to allow me to direct, write, cast, produce and arrange the show, with the assistance of other Drama members.

Never one to be intimidated by the magnitude of any task, I took on several other events during the gestation of the all-singing, all-dancing, all-swearing panto, “Babez In Da Hood.”

In December 2005, the DCU Drama panto was unleashed upon the world, to rapturous praise. The event was totally first year run, from backstage to technical to production to cast and was a unique event for this reason, showcasing the emerging talent of our Freshers. The panto was a massive success and due to word of mouth, sold out on several nights during its run. I even took the time to appear on stage in an amusing cameo musical number as a “Backwood Boy,” ripping off my shirt and serenading the bemused and entertained audience. The panto was an unprecedented success and not only took in a large audience, but also encouraged other Freshers to get involved and “Make a Scene”, allowing them become more comfortable in their new college environment.

What significant contribution do you feel you have made to your society(ies) this year?
I’d like to think that I’m no one hit wonder. Aside from helping with the organisation for DCU Drama’s trip to New York City, where I helped co-ordinate and organise this mammoth task, I have helped out backstage, repeated my “Whose line” performance, and generally got involved in several shows.

I was cast as Frank in Arthur Miller’s “All my sons”, directed by Fiona Colhoun. Here, I did my best to showcase my skills at serious theatre, impressing the audience with my turn as the simple and cheerful Frank. Not only did I contribute onstage, I also was instrumental in arranging the promotion and advertisement of the show, which was a major reason for its fantastic reception. Not to be outdone, I also helped with the gargantuan undertaking that was building the two-storey set for the show, thanks to my skills with a hammer and willingness to try new things! 

My multiple skills were once more evident in the next major DCU Drama production. I was lucky enough to be cast as the lead protagonist Bassanio in William’s Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of Venice”, which debuted in February 2005 in our very own Helix theatre. My performance was widely praised, and received rave reviews in the DCU independent newspaper, “The College View”. In fact, I not only impressed my audience, but also my directors and co-stars, who were amazed by how willing I was to help out with tasks both mundane and complex. Aw shucks, t’weren’t nuthin…(
I have also taken the time to help out other societies too, promoting Style Soc’s Fashion show in addition to my heavy academic and Drama workload. Not content to be an esteemed writer, actor, director, musician, backstage helper and general dogsbody, I auditioned for this year’s musical “Guys and Dolls”, and so impressed the director that I got the lead role of Nathan Detroit. “Guys and Dolls” opened in March to great audiences and critical acclaim, and I’m told that my performance was quite good!
Why do you think your peers selected you for this award?

From my first day in DCU, I volunteered my services to assist with DCU Drama's stand on Clubs & Socs Day, and thereafter was part of every Drama event both on and off campus. I ran around distributing flyers, putting up posters and providing a friendly enthusiastic face to my fellow Freshers, many of whom remain active valued members of DCU Drama. It’s fair to day that more than a few owe their introduction to Drama to me and my easy going charm (I think!) 

In an effort to lighten the proceedings, at the EGM in week 2, I arrived in a hideous suit and proceeded to give a hilarious PowerPoint presentation that explained my reasons for running for the position of First Year Rep. I was convincingly elected first year representative to DCU Drama’s 10-man committee in a hotly contested election involving a record 13 applicants. I duly promised to put forward the views of first years, and to work tirelessly to promote both Drama and incoming Freshers in the society. Fortunately, I won the election by a significant margin, and promptly went about living up to my lofty promises.
I feel that anyone should be able to come in and have a go, regardless of experience, and I put my heart and soul into making sure everyone has a good time and does something productive, which indeed is the very reason to be involved with any club or society.
Society life, and Drama in particular, has been very good to me this year and I am honoured to be nominated for Best Fresher! 

Two references should be supplied.  (References may be submitted from any source, eg. BICS representative, fellow student, lecturer, etc.)

To Whom It May Concern:

In his short time in DCU, Stephen has already made his presence felt. Already 
this year I have had the pleasure of working both as a cast-member under
his direction for the pantomime, Babez in The Hood and alongside him in a “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” “improv” show, as part of the DCU 25th Anniversary celebrations. I can honestly say that, in both cases, I found Stephen’s professionalism and enthusiasm regarding both performances to be exemplary. He is always a pleasure to work with and his love of society life in DCU is both inspiring and amazing, considering he only began his tenure here last September. He is a true ambassador for society life in DCU. It is my opinion that Stephen deserves recognition for his already deep involvement in the promotion of society life here on campus.

Gary Boylan, PRO, SPC, DCU

To Whom It May Concern:

I directed Stephen Grimes in the Merchant of Venice, in which he played Bassanio (one of the key characters). 

Steve took on this play with the maturity and professionalism of a highly experienced actor and with every rehearsal he wowed me.  At every rehearsal he ensured that he had all his lines learned, even though his workload was enormous. 

Backstage he was a rock for everyone involved bringing humour and a sense of calm to the dressing room area.  There was no time where he wasn’t chatting to someone about the play, making sure that they were all right, helping others go over their scenes and helping the stage crew with the props. 

Onstage he was amazing leaving audiences questioning his characters motives and sexuality, which is exactly what William Shakespeare wanted. 

Stephen Grimes is a major asset to DCU Drama.  For a first year to become so integrated with every member of the society there has to be something special about him.  I know for a fact that he is most definitely not a one-year-wonder and everyone can be sure to be seeing a lot more of Stephen Grimes.

Siobhan Hickey, Director, “The Merchant Of Venice,”  DCU Clubs & Socs Officer 2005/06.
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