DCU DRAMA – CLUBS & SOCIETIES AWARDS 2005/06

BEST EVENT: BABEZ IN DA HOOD

The concept of a DCU Drama panto floundered last year, and we were determined to succeed with our plans in 2005/06. Our First Year Rep, Stephen Grimes, outdid himself in his efforts to persuade the committee to surrender the panto to an exclusively Fresher crew. We were encouraged by this and, wanting to see more first year activity in the society, agreed to give total control of the production to our eager Freshers.

Although not a new initiative, no panto had been performed by DCU Drama in almost five years. To give the reins to our Freshers was an intriguing experiment. They immediately set about displaying their talents and proving their worth as the production team wrote a new script, designed and painted the set, organised sound (including our tricky radio mikes) and lighting and auditioned the entire cast. Members of several other societies got on board, notably Music and RedBrick. The numbers of those involved, from cast and crew to promoters and members of other societies reached as high as 60 in the run up to opening night!
The first-time director, Steve, organised all rehearsals and liaised with John Cannon and Jason Fallon to ensure a professional approach to the event. Riona Flood choreographed, Jenni Tweed designed the set and Ashley Dooley Martyn was selected to be Stage Manager. The production team created a clever soundtrack of karaoke-style songs to eliminate the need for a live band. 
The cast were almost exclusively Freshers – from leads Gary Furlong (a hoot as a William Shatner-inspired Robin Hood) and Anna Lawlor (the Lovely Maid Marion) to comic side kick Niamh Maher (Nursie) and evil tyrant Brendan O Rourke (Sheriff of Rottingham). The level of dedication and professionalism displayed by these and all involved in the show is a testament to their love of all things Drama. 

Babez In Da Hood opened in week 11 to great critical acclaim, receiving a warm review in “The College View.” For the opening show, Steve substituted at the last minute for the unavailable Gary Boylan in the lead role of Dangerous Dave. Stephen ad-libbed most of his lines in a memorably funny performance.

Promotion of the panto was widespread, involving information bulletins on the DCU Drama website, posts on life.dcu.ie, flyer campaigns and a unique new poster approach devised by the Fresher crew.  Bob had purchased a stockpile of large, sturdy cardboard A0 sized placards a few months previously – the production team had the idea to cover these boards with posters advertising the panto and place them in strategic positions around the college. This innovative idea enabled us to increase our publicity without falling afoul of DCU’s strict poster regulations! We have gone on to use this approach for every Drama event since.
Jason Fallon & John Cannon have invaluable contacts in PH Sound and secured their services for the show at a drastically reduced rate. Martin French of St. Pat’s was more than happy to donate spotlights and offer expert advice.

The poster campaign certainly worked; large audiences attended every show, with almost sell-out crowds occupying the Venue. Word of mouth spread about the panto and a healthy number of non-students attended, with the result that an estimated 600 people came to see Babez In Da Hood during its 5-performance run. 
Financial Details, Sponsorship & SPC Funding:

	Babez in da Hood
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Income:
	
	
	
	

	Ticket Revenue
	568*
	
	

	SPC Funding
	206**
	
	774

	
	
	
	
	

	Expenses:
	
	
	

	Props
	
	20.98
	
	

	PH Sound
	
	700.0
	
	720.98

	Profit
	
	
	
	53.02


*Based on audience of 142 people @€4 
**See SFC cheque payment form
NB: All bank statements and SFC cheque payment forms included separately
The panto was laugh-out-loud funny and absolutely random; it featured everything from badminton-playing monkeys to singing nuns to a cake-obsessed Sheriff!  For pure audacity in demanding that Freshers run the production of the panto and its resultant acclaim both critically and in ticket sales, the panto was a resounding success. It opened doors to intersociety relationships and encouraged record numbers of Freshers to take part in this unique event. Friendships made during the panto will continue for many a year to come. We loved every minute of it, and nominate Babez In Da Hood for Best Event 2005/06.
